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A Glimpse of London

London is the capital of Great Britain, its political, economic and
commercial centre. It’s one of the largest cities in the world with the population
of about 11 million people. It is situated on both sides of the Thames and
stretches for nearly 30 miles from east to west and for nearly 30 miles from
north to south.

London is a very old city. It is more than 20 centuries old. The history of
London goes back to Roman times. Traditionally London is divided into several
parts: the City, Westminster, the West End and the East End. They are very
different from each other.

The heart of London is the City — its commercial and business centre. The
Stock Exchange, The Royal Exchange, and the Bank of England are all there.
The centre of the country’s judicial system — the Old Bailey is also in the City.
Few people live in the City, but over a million come to work here. At night the
district is practically deserted. In keeping with tradition no reigning monarch
may enter the City without the permission of the Lord Mayor, whose functions
are mainly ceremonial nowadays.

Two famous historic buildings are located in the City — the Tower of
London and St Paul’s Cathedral. The Tower of London was built in the 11"
century. It was used as a fortress, a royal residence and a prison. Now it is a
museum of armour and also the place where Crown Jewels are kept.

A twenty minutes’ walk from the Tower will take you to another historic
building — St Paul’s Cathedral. It was built in the 17" century by the famous
architect Sir Christopher Wren. Wellington, Nelson and other great men of
England are buried in the Cathedral.

Westminster is the centre of government and justice. Here we can see the
Houses of Parliament with the famous clock “Big Ben” on one of the towers. All
government offices are in Whitehall. The official residence of the Queen is
Buckingham Palace. The residence of the Prime Minister is at 10 Downing Street.

Opposite the Houses of Parliament stands Westminster Abbey. From
Norman times British monarchs have been crowned here and since the 13th
century they have been buried here. Westminster Abbey has its world famed
Poets’ Comer with memorials to Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton, the Bronte
sisters, Dickens etc. Only a few, however, are actually buried there.



The West End is the name given to the area of Central London north from
The Mall to Oxford Street. It includes Trafalgar Square, the main shopping areas
of Oxford Street, Regent Street and Bond Street, and the entertainment centres
of Soho, Piccadilly Circus, Leicester Square, and Shaftsbury Avenue. Its name
Is associated with glamour and bright lights.

Trafalgar Square was built early in the 19" century to commemorate the
Battle of Trafalgar, Admiral Lord Nelson’s statue stands on the top of the
column in the middle of Trafalgar Square. The statue is about 170 feet high so as
to allow him a view of the sea. The column stands in the geographical centre of
the city. The square makes a good place for people to meet — marchers unite for
protest meetings, at Christmas time carol singers gather round a huge Christmas
tree which is sent to Britain from Norway every year. Behind Nelson’s column
is the National Gallery, an art gallery in which you can find many old masters.
Not far from the National Gallery is the British Museum. It contains a priceless
collection of different things (ancient manuscripts, coins, sculptures, etc.). The
British Museum is famous for its library — one of the richest in the world. Most
of London’s big department stores are in Oxford Street and Regent Street.
Piccadilly Circus is the centre of nightlife in the West End. To the north of
Piccadilly Circus is Soho, which has been the foreign quarter of London since
the 17" century. Now it has restaurants offering food from a variety of different
countries, as well as “adult” entertainment.

London is famous for its live theatre, and there are over thirty theatres
within a square mile. Naturally, there is a great variety of shows to choose from:
opera, musicals, drama and so on. If you want to know what is on in London, the
best place to look is in a newspaper.

The East End is an industrial district of London. It is especially famous as
the centre of the clothing industry. The Port of London is also in the East End.

London is a big metropolis. People either take the tube (the Underground)
or the double-decker to get around. Only one quarter of the mileage of the
Underground is actually underground. The rest is on the surface. To the stranger,
and even to many Londoners, the tube network is most confusing. Even with a
map it is difficult to navigate.



Notes

to commemorate — to preserve in memory;
carol — a Christmas hymn;

to be on — to be presented on stage;

the tube — the Underground railway;
double-decker — a bus with two decks;
mileage — distance, measured in miles;

a pedestrian — a person walking in a street.

Agree or disagree with the following statements:
The population of London is about 10 million people.
London is quite a modern city.
The history of London goes back to Greek times.
The Bank of England and the Royal Exchange are associated with the East End.
St Paul’s Cathedral, Ch. Wren’s masterpiece, was built in the 19" century.
Westminster Palace is famous for its Poets’ Comer.
Westminster Abbey is the seat of the British Parliament.
Whitehall is the residence of the Queen.
Trafalgar Square is situated in the East End.
10. Napoleon’s statue stands on the top of the column in the middle of Trafalgar.
Square, as Nelson in the Battle of Trafalgar defeated him.

© oo N Ok WD E

VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR PRACTICE

I. Pronounce the following words and word combinations:

The Houses of Parliament Shakespeare
The Thames Lord Mayor
Westminster Abbey Leicester Square
Whitehall mileage
Trafalgar Square Chaucer

Downing Street



I1. Give as many synonyms as possible:
Trading, great, main, the centre of the city, to do the sights of the city, well
known, to reconstruct, lined with trees.
Use the synonyms to paraphrase the sentences from the text.

I11. Speak on the landmarks of London you would like to visit.

IV. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following Russian
words and phrases and use them in sentences of your own:
Bocrounas / 3anagHas 4actb ropojia; TOProBbIM U JEJIOBOM LIEHTP; 3HAMEHUTHIN
APXUTCKTOpP, OCHOBBIBATH, B TPCX MHUHYTAX XOI[B6BI; OBITH IIOXOPOHCHHLIM;
MMPaBUTCILCTBCHHBLIC YUYPCKIACHUSA, B YCCTb KOFO-J’II/I60; HUATH Ha CICHC,
paciiojiaraTbCs Ha 00enx CTOpOHAax T€M3I>I; IMPpOCTHUPATHCA Ha 30 Muib C 3alrajga
Ha BOCTOK; HAXOAWTHCA Ha BCPHIMHC KOJIOHHEI.

V. Fill in the blanks with appropriate articles. Be prepared to explain
your choice:
... Trafalgar Square is ... natural centre of London. ... Whitehall which opens
into ... square to ... south, is ... site of many Government offices including ...
Prime Minister’s residence, ... Foreign Office, ... War Office, etc. At ...
Whitehall beside ... Thames stand ... Houses of Parliament with ... Big Ben
Clock Tower, and ... Westminster Abbey, to ... left of... Covent Garden Opera
House and beyond ... Bank of England; another slight turn to ... left would
enable our eye to fall on ... British Museum; further left still we should see ...
theatre land around ... Piccadilly Circus and those expensive shopping
promenades: ... Oxford Street, ... Regent Street, ... Bond Street; a little further ...
Hyde Park and ... Buckingham Palace would come into ... view, and ... Royal
Drive known as ... Mall which leads into ... Trafalgar Square.

Read the text and give tips how to plan a visit to London.
How to Conquer London on a Shoestring

Are you wondering if you can go to London and get away with being a
cheapskate? This guide will give you essential tips on how to get the most out of
the vibrant capital on next-to-nothing. The trick is to have an action plan — there
IS just too much to get through...



Where to stay?

Hostels are a godsend! Normally centrally located and acceptable
accommodation for under 20 quid a night: http://www.bestlondonhostels.com.
Out of term-time (Dec, April and July—October) you can also try your luck at
student halls of residence. It is a tad more expensive but a good way to find a
clean, affordable, central, private room: http://www.london-room.co.uk. Don’t
camp! At least not in London. Campsites charge about £15 per night per tent, are
located quite far out, and it will probably rain!

Where to eat?

Visit your local supermarket — probably a Tesco, Sainsbury’s, or Marks &
Spencer — and take yourself to a park for a picnic on a sunny day. Don’t forget
to take something for the squirrels, geese, swans and pigeons that hang out in the
parks too. Coffee shops like Starbucks, Pret a Manger, and Subway tend to be
reasonably priced and plentiful in central locations — good for people watching
at minimal expense. A delicious Pret a Manger sandwich will not make you
more than £4 poorer. Otherwise, takeaways at night tend to be cheap and
cheerful and will give you plenty to choose from. Fancy a Chinese or an Indian,
a pizza or a fish & chips? If you want to dine in a restaurant, don’t forget to read
the menu by the entrance before going in — it tells you what prices to expect.

Which museums?

Well, luckily for you, gambling taxes in the UK have helped to keep most
of London’s museums free for everyone! The 13 millions objects from around
the globe in the British Museum will keep you busy for weeks, but if you still
have time, the National Gallery and Tate Britain both accommodate world
famous collections of paintings by old masters, whereas the Tate Modern will
throw something new, contemporary and unexpected in your direction!
(http://www.londonfreelist.com).

It’s a walk in the park!

The English garden is quite something. Queen Mary’s Rose Gardens in
Regent’s Park are worthy of being crowned London’s favourite. Also, St James’
Park offers one of the best views of Buckingham Palace. Hyde Park is enormous
and boasts the Diana Memorial fountain and the Peter Pan Statue. There are
often free talks and guided walks in the royal parks so do check
http://www.royalparks.org.uk/events. If you want to experience Victorian
London, follow in the footsteps of Karl Marx and Sir Sidney Nolan, and visit
Highgate cemetery. There they rest in peace, amongst many others.



What to do?

Want some judicial action? Watch a trial at the Old Bailey Crown Court
(St. Paul’s tube) and tell your friends at home you’ve been to court! Trials
commence at 10am daily. Note: You are not allowed to take in bags, cameras or
phones.

For more traditional stuff, after court, you can head down to the royal
palace to make acquaintance with the guards and watch the changing of the
royal guard at 11.30 am every other morning: http://www.changing-the-
guard.com/hisfory.htm. Be sure to get a good view.

Politics in action is a must! During the summer you can go to the Houses
of Parliament, take a tour and watch an actual debate. You should pre-arrange
your visit; otherwise it could turn into a real hassle. But, tickets are available on
the day from the Ticket Office located next to the Jewel Tower in Old Palace
Yard and cost £12, the tours, however, are free, www.parliament.uk and follow
the instructions.

Be sure to visit the buzzing street markets: Camden (Camden Town tube)
and Portobello Road (Ladbroke Grove or Notting Hill tube) are the most
renowned. You can normally hear and smell them from a million miles away,
and you’re sure to walk away with a real find.

Music, maestro! On Fridays you can listen to The Royal Academy of
Music concerts where students perform under top conductors at no cost. They
start at 1 pm in the college on Marylebone Road, Baker Street Tube:
http://www.ram.ac.uk/events. But the London busking scene is also very busy-
you’ll hear them on the underground and in certain public places. The
competition to get a space on Leicester Square is so intense that the buskers are
auditioned, would you believe it?!

Getting around

Planning to stick around for more than a couple of days and do your fair
share of inner-city travel? You’ll be better off with an Oyster Card. It will save
you cash and serve as a pre-paid ticket for both tubes and buses in London. You
will need to pay a £3 returnable deposit to receive your card (at any tube station)
and then you can regularly top it up with a cashier, online or a self-service
machine. For all times, bus routes and maos, have a look at http:/Amww.tfl.gov.uk.

Christopher Wren, the architect who built St Paul’s Cathedral once said:
“If you want a monument, just look around you” and it still holds true today.
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The one thing you cannot avoid buying in London is a guidebook — there is just
too much to take in! (The Rough Guide to London £11.99).
All in all — you’ll have a pretty packed few days! Wish | was there with you.
(From “Cool English”, 2007, Ne 34)
Glossary

on a shoestring exp inf — spending very little money
cheapskate n inf — someone who does not like to spend much money
godsend n — a blessing, a fortunate coincidence

quid n inf — British pound

a tad n inf — a little bit

to hang out v — to spend time

takeaway n —a meal to take home from a special restaurant
to accommodate vb — to make space for

a walk in the park exp — a very easy task

quite something exp — special

to crown v — to give a name, to call

judicial adj — enforced by a court of law

a hassle n — trouble, bother

a real find exp inf — a valuable discovery

to busk vb — to play music in the street for money
inner-city adj — in the central part of the city

VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR PRACTICE

I. Fill in the gaps with the correct article: a/ an, the or - (no article).
A Visit to London

| first experienced ... terror when | was seven. My mother lived in ...
London but then she moved to ... country. At that time, fifty years ago, it was
considered shameful to be ... single parent and my mother was not married. ...
great aunt of hers lived in ... cottage in ... North Wales, and there she was able to
bring me up in ... peace, pretending she was ... widow. ... locals were all friendly
to us, and | had ... blissful childhood.

One day | arrived home from ... school to find my mother clutching ...
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telegram, in floods of tears. ... telegram informed her that her father — my
grandfather — had died. His funeral would be in three days and we had to go to
... London. | had never been outside ... village and | was really excited at ...
thought of going to ... capital city. So, two days later, we boarded ... train to
London. Soon we got there. I clutched my mother’s hand as we stepped down
from ... train. ... station was full of people rushing home from ... work. Now ...
fear was starting to creep into my mind. Then we were in ... street outside ...
station. | had never seen so many people, buses and cars, nor heard so much
noise. | was terrified.

I1. Translate the following sentences into English.
Ecmu BEI CKpsira, BOCHOJIB3yI>iTCCB COBCTAMM OTOI'O IIYTCBOJAUTCIIA.
HyTeIHCCTBOBaTB MOXHO W Ha MaJIbIC CpEACTBA.
OTOT OTEIb — HaCToOdIIasaA HaxOoJdKa.
Ena Ha BBIHOC, KaK IIPaBUIIO, IO pa3yMHOM IIEHE.
Muorue my3eu B JIoH10HE OecCIIaTHBI.

o 0k wbdE

B bpuranckom wMmy3ee, HamumonampHoil ramepee u Teur ranepee
pa3MeIarTcs OECLIEHHbIE KOJUIEKIIUYU KUBOIUCH U CKYJIBIITYPBHI.

/. B yronoBHOM cyJie TYpUCTbI MOTYT NIOCMOTPETH CyA€OHBIN TpoLEecc.

8. TlonuTuka B neficTBUM 00s13aTebHA I TYPUCTOB.

9. Bawm crienyet opraHu3oBaTh Typ 3apaHee, 4ToObl n30eKaTh TPYIHOCTEH.

10. UTtoOB1 mepeaBUraThCsi Mo rOpoay, TU MOocoBeTOBaN KynmuTh OHcTep-Kap,

KOTOPYIO MOKHO HOIIOJIHSATD.
Public Transport

I. Fill in the gaps with appropriate forms given below.
The London Underground

For over a hundred vyears, people (0)... London have used the
underground to travel to work, go shopping, visit friends, go to the theatre, the
cinema, a sporting event or just to (1) ... a drink somewhere. For a visitor to
London, it is the most reliable and quickest way to get from one famous sight to
another.

Only six kilometres (2) ... length, the world’s first underground railway
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was opened on 10th January 1863 with trains pulled by steam engines. By 1868,
another line between Westminster and South Kensington had opened and further
lines were opened (3) ... 1932. In 1933, a separate body was (4) ... (This was
known as London Transport (5) ... it was never its official name.) There were
plans to develop the system further, but the Second World War interrupted (6) ...
plans. The underground still had its uses (7) ... the war, with eight kilometres of
an uncompleted section of tunnel becoming an underground aircraft component
factory, and local people during German bombing raids used (8) ... tube stations
as shelters.

Expansion still (9) ... today, bringing (10) ... of London within reach of
the underground network for the first time. (11) ... extension of the system helps
to ease the (12) ... of traffic on the roads and (13) ... links between main line
railway stations. It enables the visitor, commuter or (14) ... Londoner to travel

with ease (15) ... their destination.

0 Aat B for Cin D to

1 Ado B make C give D have

2 Aof B with Cin D at

3 Athrough B year C by D previously
4 Asetup B made up C taken up D got up

5 A however B although C since D as

6 Athem B that C this D these

7 Awhile B since C during D for

8 Afew B many C little D less

9 Aiscontinuing B continues C has continued D will continue
10 A parts B territories C news D lands

11 A Each B Some C Specific D Separate
12 A amount B sum C number D quantity
13 A correct B improves C recovers D betters

14 A original B birth C home D native

15 A whoever B however C whatever D whenever

I1. What other means of transport are available in London?



I11. Vocabulary extension.
road / street / avenue / boulevard / carriageway / motorway

A road is any paved way for vehicles, nowadays cars, lorries, coaches,
and etc. usually one that connects two places. A street is a paved passage for
vehicles in a town or city, usually one lined with buildings. Although there are
many streets in Britain that bear the name road, that is generally because at one
time they did connect more or less distant places which have become parts of
towns and cities as a result of urbanization. A British practice that foreigners
find a little confusing is the naming a road by its destination rather than giving it
a single designation; for example, the road between Tring and Aylesbury is
called the “Aylesbury Road” at the Tring end and the “Tring Road” at the
Aylesbury end. The High Street is a British term for the main thoroughfare of
any town, the one where the most important shops are situated. It is called the
Main Street in the US. Avenue is usually reserved for a wide street, one often
lined with trees, though those familiar with streets so designated in London —
e. g., Shaftsbury Avenue — might with justification wonder where the trees have
gone. Till they also yield to the encroachments of cities, boulevards are
characterized as broad, tree-lined avenues: two that form rapid associations are
Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood, and Boulevard des Champs-Elysees in Paris.
The term carriageway, which has an old-fashioned ring to it, today denotes a
road or a section of a road in which the traffic proceeds in one direction only,
usually separated from the opposite traffic by a divider of some kind; a dual
carriageway has two lanes of traffic going in each direction. A motorway in
Britain is a major road, affording limited access, with two or more lanes in each
direction, a central dividing strip, and allowing for relatively high speed limits;
such a road is known as an expressway in the USA and Canada and as a
turnpike, throughway (often spelt thruway), or freeway in the USA.

IV. Insert the necessary word, using the text above for reference.
1. ... ... Iinthe USA is the same as in Britain. It’s the place where you can buy
all sorts of things.
2. It’s a beautiful ... with picturesque old houses.
3. Where does this ... lead to?
4. The ... between Buffalo and Boston runs through Albany.
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5. We came to a broad tree-lined ... .

6. We wondered around the narrow ... , admiring the atmosphere of the
medieval town.

7. When we finally reached the ... we speeded up.

8. Champs-Elysees is the most famous ... in Paris.

9. You can’t change direction —it’s a ....

10. This motorway has three ... of traffic going in each direction.

11. When in Hollywood, don’t forget to visit the famous Sunset ... .

12. The general difference between ... and ... is that ... are supposed to be lined
with trees.

V. Choose the correct answer.
Windsor Castle

Windsor Castle dates back to Saxon times in the 9™ century. The castle is
(0) ... above the north bank of the River Thames. In 1070, William | the
Conqueror developed the present (1) ... and built the original fortress to (2) ...
London from enemy attacks, as it was only one day’s march from the city
centre. Windsor Castle was (3) ... to residential apartments for the monarchs and
it is now the world’s oldest royal (4) ... .

A tour of the castle is (5) ... interesting, and one of the main (6) ... is the
famous dolls’ house (7) ... for Queen Mary by Sir Edwin Lutyens. It took three
years to (8) ... and more than a thousand artists and craftsmen were (9) ... The
upper ward of the castle houses the royal library, which contains a (10) ...
collection of paintings by artists such as Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo.

The State Apartments in Windsor Castle are used for ceremonial, state
and official (11) ... . They have (12) ... been restored after a fire in 1992, which
destroyed more than a hundred rooms.

Fortunately, most of the paintings, furniture and works of art were saved.
It reopened in 1997 when the restoration of the (13) ... area was successfully
completed. Visiting Windsor Castle is like stepping (14) ... in history, and
visitors have often managed to catch a (15) ... of the Royal Family, whose
members still spend part of the year there.
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0 Asituated B made C established D created

1 Asight B site C district D section

2 Aprevent B ban C stop D protect

3 Aconverted B replaced C substituted D renovated
4 A habitat B residence C area D location
5 Aextremely B fully C totally D entirely

6 Afacilities B attractions C locations D sites

7 Adone B provided C supplied D created

8 Aterminate B end C finalise D complete
9 A.included B involved C invited D informed
10 A valueless B priceless C worthless D invaluable
11 A moments B events C happenings D occasions
12 Arecently B generally C rarely D originally
13 A affected B infected C influenced D infested
14 A after B further C reverse D back

15 Aglimpse B glance C notice D sight

V1. Choose the correct answer.
The Sherlock Holmes Museum

For generations, book lovers and cinema-goers have (0) ... the stories of
Sir Arthur Doyle’s heroes, Sherlock Holmes, and his faithful friend, Doctor
Watson. At 221b Baker Street in London, you can look round his famous (1) ...
study on the first floor of the house that you have seen so many times in (2) ... .
Visitors can sit in the (3) ... by the fire and have their picture taken, or (4) ... his
magnifying glass, deerstalker hat, violin and of course, his pipe.

Mrs. Hudson, the landlady who (5) ... to cook their meals and generally
(6) ... an eye on them, is always there to answer any of your questions. She will
(7) ... you Doctor Watson’s bedroom on the second floor, where you can (8) ...
his handwritten diary with notes from the (9) ... adventure ‘The Hound of the
Baskervilles’. On the third floor, there are exhibit rooms containing an
arrangement of wax (10) ... from scenes in the books. The two legends, Sherlock
Holmes and Moriarty, in the same room!

Sherlock Holmes has been (11) ... in films by more actors than any other
fictional character. Mrs. Hudson is often (12) ... if they really lived in the house,
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but unfortunately the records from that (13)... of time no longer (14)... .
However, the published books contain all the facts about the house and the lives
of its famous (15) ..., which you can explore for yourself by visiting the
museum.

0 Aappealed B enjoyed C overjoyed D delighted
1 A former B ancient C previous D antique
2 Acinema B theatre C films D celluloid
3  Aarmchair B desk C table D chair

4 Asearch B examine C experience D pick

5 Awould B made C used D allowed
6 Alooked B have C kept D took

7 Aqguide B show C let D arrange
8 Alook B observe C watch D see

9 A famous B known C main D chief

10 A copies B forms C prints D models
11 A-represented B originally C leading D directed
12 A asked B interviewed C inquired D most

13 A period B age C year D past

14 Aare B exist C live D alive

15 A visitors B occupiers C guests D tenants

Where Do All Tourists Go?
The Tower of London

The Tower of London was begun by William the Conqueror as a fortress
and palace. Later, kings made it larger and stronger, and kept soldiers, armour,
weapons, treasure, and sometimes important prisoners there. For five hundred
years coins of the realm were minted at the Tower and official documents stored
in some of the castle buildings. There was even a Zoo there, which began as the
king’s private collection of animals.

It was not until after 1850 that the Tower became, first and foremost, a
tourist attraction and even today many people live and work there, sometimes
perhaps joined by the ghosts from the Tower’s long and eventful past.

For nine centuries the Tower has kept watch over London and the River
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Thames. For more than five hundred years the Tower stood on the very edge of
London, for it was not until Tudor times that London began to spread rapidly
beyond the city walls.

I. Read the text and prepare for you group-mates a more detailed
report about the Tower.

I1. Insert prepositions where necessary:

A. ... these days there are usually ... six ravens hopping and pecking ... the
Tower lawns ... the daytime. They are cared one of the Yeoman Warders,
who feeds them ... raw meat, biscuit soaked ... blood, rabbits’ heads, fruit
and eggs. He takes them back ... their cage every night, and ... time ...
time clips their wings — just to make sure that they never leave.

B.  As well as tourists, many thousands ... schoolchildren and students come
... the Tower every year ... educational visits. ... them there is a specially
equipped education centre, ... film shows, lessons, and the chance to
handle historic armour, costume and even the Crown Jewels —... replica.
Work also goes ... behind the scenes to discover more ... the Tower’s past
and to restore more ... the buildings ... their original appearance, so that
they can be put... show ... the public.

Vocabulary extension: find the difference between “historic” and
“historical”. Give your own examples of their usage.

READING PRACTICE

You are going to read a magazine article about ethnic communities
living in London. Answer the questions by choosing from the communities
A-F. The communities may be chosen more than once. When more than
one answer is required, these may be given in any order. There is an
example at the beginning (0).
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Which community

— is associated with a specific means of arrival? 0-C
— is not from the main part of the country of origin? 1
— can regularly be seen in national dress? 2
— does not live in a particularly named district? 3
— 1s enthusiastic about a particular sport? 45
— arrived at four separate times? 6
— iIs associated with an annual social event? 78
— is more temporary than the others? 9
— Is compared in size with another community? 10
— can easily find things to read in their own language? 11
— iIs said to be increasing in size? 12
— lives in an increasingly expensive area? 13
— has to try harder than others to maintain its original culture? 14
— lives and works in a different area? 15

Gateway to the Global Village

Britain’s capital is a treasure trove of foreign culture. People from all over
the world live in London and the result is a thrilling multiculturalism: cafes,
restaurants, shops and markets offer you the world on your doorstep. Come and
meet people who are...

Indian

After the Irish, the Indian community is the second largest in London. The
first Indians arrived in 1597 and more came after the founding of the East India
trading company in the seventeenth century. Numbers increased when India
became independent in 1947 but the community really took off in the 1950s and
1960s with employment opportunities around Heathrow airport. Although ‘Little
Indians’ exist all over London, the most striking is the district of Southall in
West London, not far from the airport. Here Indian food stalls and video shops
are everywhere, spicy aromas fill the air, and women stroll around wearing the
typical colourful sari, just as in India. In McDonald’s the piped music is
refreshingly Indian.

Portuguese

The supermarkets and shops in Lambeth and Stockwell Roads are the most
obvious indication that you are in ‘Little Portugal’, but there is much more to
this community than that. Over 20,000 Portuguese live south of the river Thames.
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The majority have come from the island of Madeira rather than from the mainland
of Portugal. This close-knit community is mad about football and folk-dancing
and holds its own carnival every February. It’s a community that is determined
to hold on to its traditions and it’s a great place to experience Madeiran culture.

Caribbean

When the ship ‘Emperor Windrush’® docked in 1948 with its 500
immigrants, it marked the start of the main period of Caribbean immigration,
stimulated by British economic expansion. Since then, over 300,000 have
established vibrant communities all around London. The greatest Caribbean
celebration is the Notting Hill Carnival, now Europe’s largest street party, which
takes place every August. However, Brixton, in South London, is the hub of the
community. As you step out of the Underground station into Brixton Market,
your senses are stimulated by the noise, the bright colours and the rhythmic
sound of Caribbean music. This is one of the best places to shop for food in
London. However, the area has become a very popular place to live and prices
are rising.

Japanese

Finchley and Hendon in North London are the principal centres for
Japanese people. The national affection for golf has had a noticeable effect on
these areas — if you drive up Finchley Road, you have an almost unlimited
choice of golf shops and courses. Other than this, there is little evidence of a
community. Although there are restaurants and food stores here, most
socialising takes place at home. It isn’t as permanent as other communities,
either — many Japanese arrive on five-year contracts in the banking and
technology sectors and than return home afterwards. The best restaurants tend to
be in central London, where most of the community works.

Polish

The Polish community isn’t as distinct as some other ethnic communities
in London. Andrzej Morawicz, President of a well-known Polish club, puts this
down to integration. “When you are a large enough community, it’s easy to hold
on to your culture and customs. In comparison, the Polish community has
become part of British society to a large extent, so keeping up traditions isn’t so
casy.” All the same, you can hear Polish conversations along King Street in
Hammersmith, West London where newsagents’” windows are full of
advertisements in Polish for the benefit of the local community. There are also
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plenty of clubs, restaurants and food shops that help to keep traditions alive.
There is even a daily Polish-language newspaper, Dziennik Polski.

Lebanese

The first Lebanese who came to London were almost all businesspeople,
but over the last twenty years people from all walks of life have settled here.
Jocelyn, a history graduate from Lebanon, now runs a delicatessen and is very
enthusiastic about London life. “The community is getting stronger and bigger’
she explains. “When I first came here, | never heard anyone speak Arabic. Now |
can hear my language everywhere’. Although there isn’t a geographically

defined ‘Little Lebanon’ there are many shops and restaurants in West London
and along the Edgware Road.
VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR PRACTICE

I. Translate the underlined words and word-combinations (make up
your own sentences with these phrases).

Il. Translate it into English.
1. Cronuna bputanuu — COKpOBUIIHUIIA UHOCTPAHHOUN KYJIBTYPHI.

N

HanmonanpHash TPUBSA3aHHOCTh K KapHaBaJlaM — OTJIMUUTENbHAs dYepTa
MOPTYTAJIBIICB.

Crnenyet npuaep>KUBaThCs TPATUITUHN JJIS TTOJIH3bI O0IIECTRA.

Dra crutoueHHas o0IIMHA ITOMEIIaHa Ha Toibge.

WNunuiickas oOuHa — BTOpas no pasmepy B JIoH0HE.

o g bk w

Bo3moskHocTu 1u1st TpyaoycrpoiictBa B JIOHOHE NPUBJIEKAIOT UMMUTPAHTOB

CO BCEro Mupa.

7. Tlpuesn 00JBIIOrO KOJINYECTBA VMMUTPAHTOB Croco0CTBOBAN
SKOHOMHUYECKOMY POCTY.

8. DTort paiton JlonmoHa cTaHOBUTCS BCe 00Jiee OMYIISPHBIM.

9. B Oousbiueil cTeneHu SMOHLBI Mpue3kaloT B JIOHAOH MO MATHIETHEMY
KOHTPAaKTYy.

10. Ecu BBl XOTHTE MONPOOOBATH MHAMMCKOW €n1bl, TO 3amaiaHbiii JIOHIOH —

LEHTP UHAUNCKOW TOPTOBJIU.

1. Speak about advantages and disadvantages of a multicultural
society. What problems does European society face nowadays?
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The City of New York

Everyone knows something about New York — the Statue of Liberty, the
famous Empire State Building, the beautiful shops on Fifth Avenue and the
many theatres on Broadway.

For more than a hundred years New York has been the nation’s financial,
commercial and cultural center and its leading port. It is also America’s biggest
city with the population of over eight million inhabitants. In the summer it is
hot, and in the winter it can be very cold, but there are hundreds of things to do
and see all the year round.

New York is a city of islands consisting primarily of two islands (Manhattan
and Staten), part of a third island (Long Island) and part of the mainland.

The total area of New York is 319.8 square miles, the extreme length
from north to south is 36 miles and the extreme breadth is 16.5 miles.

New York consists of 5 boroughs!: the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan,
Queens and Richmond. There are 60 bridges and 4 tunnels in the city, most of
which connect the boroughs to each other.

Manhattan, the smallest island in New York, is the real center of the city.
When people say ‘New York City’ they usually mean Manhattan, or rather
downtown Manhattan, for most of the best shops, buildings and museums are
concentrated here, and it is the scene of New York’s nightlife. In 1626 a certain
Peter Minewit, a Dutchman, bought the island from the Native Americans for a
few glass necklaces, worth about $26 today. At present, 500,000 people live in
Manhattan, but five million people work here every day. Many live in the
suburbs and come to work on the subway.

Wall Street in Manhattan is the financial heart of the USA and the most
important banking center in the world. It is a street of skyscrapers, those
incredible high buildings, which America invented and built faster than anyone
else. Perhaps the two towers of the New York World Trade Center? used to be
the most spectacular skyscrapers in New York. At sunset their 110 floors used to
shine like pure gold. The New York Stock Exchange?® is located at 11 Wall Street.

The streets in New York are numbered and it’s rather convenient for the

! borough ['bdrg] = district
2 The New York World Trade Center — the towers were destroyed during a terrorists attack in 2001
3 the New York Stock Exchange — Hero-HMopkckas ®onmosas bupsxa
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tourists. Some of them, though, have names like Wall Street or Broadway.
Generally, those running from north to south are called avenues, while those
running from east to west are called streets. 5" Avenue starts at the Washington
Arch. The Avenue continues straight uptown* and divides Manhattan streets into
east and west. Between 20" and 60™ Streets it is a street of expensive shops and
department stores. After 110" Street it passes through Harlem to the Harlem
River.

Harlem, covering the north central section of Manhattan, is almost a city
within itself. Early in the 20" century as a result of racial antagonism in other
sections of the city black Americans moved to Harlem and formed the majority
of its population. Puerto-Ricans form the second largest group within Harlem,
living mainly in the eastern part of the district (Spanish Harlem). Most of the
houses in Harlem are badly in need of repair and have no conveniences
whatsoever®. The crime rate is high and tourists are not recommended to visit
this part of the city on their own.

In general, although New York is a cosmopolitan city, people of different
nationalities, who form its population, tend to live in national communities.

For example, there are sections called China-town and German-town.
People from the former Soviet republics mostly live in Brighton Beech in
Brooklyn. The numerous New York theatres on Broadway and off Broadway
put on 185 performances a day to suit everybody’s taste. As for the art lovers
they are really spoilt for the choice among 434 museums and galleries. The art
industry’s annual turnover here runs into a billion dollars. The best known of the
city museums is the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Its magnificent collection of
European and American painting contains the works by many of the greatest
masters of world art. The second best known museum is the Museum of Modem
Art. Madison Square Garden is the center of boxing, hockey and basketball
alongside with political rallies®. Another cultural center in the city is the Lincoln
Center for the Performing Arts, which was built in the 1960’s.

New York houses many international organizations, the United Nations
Organization being one of them.

4 uptown = the outskirts; ant. — downtown = center
® whatsoever = at all
® a political rally - a big public political meeting
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I. Look up the meaning and pronunciation of the following words
from the text. Use them in the sentences of your own.
Racial, financial, commercial, cultural, inhabitant, island, mainland, primarily,
area, extreme, breadth, tunnel, scene, necklace, heart, skyscraper, incredible,
spectacular, pure, although, cosmopolitan, arch, national, nationality, numerous,
museum, gallery, annual, industry, magnificent, European, rally.

Il. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following Russian
words and phrases and use them in sentences of your own.
Kpyrnbelii roa, oOmasi 1iomiaab, BEAYIIHM, TOPOJICKON pailoH Hbm-ﬁopxa,
rOJUIaHJEL, METPO, KUTh B IIPUTOPOJIE, 3aKaT, PACOBBIC NMPOTUBOPEUUS, CUIBHO
HYKJIaTbCd B PEMOHTE, 0€3 KakuX-I1M00 yI00CTB, YpOBEHb NMPECTYIHOCTH, B
OJIMHOYKY, COOOIIeCTBO, ObIBIIMMA, psiioM ¢ bpoaBeeM, Ha Bce BKYCHI,

TOBapo0OOPOT, BTOPOH IO U3BECTHOCTH, Hapsay ¢, OOH.

I11. Give as many synonyms as possible.
Everyone; borough (x2); famous; over; commerce; worth about $26; at present;
suburbs; incredible; spectacular; to be located; early in the 20" century; black
Americans; within; mainly; to recommend; on one’s own; to tend.

Use the synonyms to paraphrase the sentences from the text.

IV. Complete the following chart (write as many derivatives as you
can find in the dictionary

Noun Verb Adjective
nation
length
central
industry
financial
breadth
invent
master
commercial
certain
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taste
art

pure
popular
extreme

V. Answer the following questions:

Why is New York the best-known city in the USA?

What is the climate like in New York?

What are the names of the islands that constitute New York?

What are the names of New York boroughs?

Why are there so many bridges in New York?

Which borough is the real center of the city?

How big is the population of Manhattan?

What is Wall Street famous for?

. What happened in New York on September 11, 2001?

10. Why is it rather convenient for tourists to find their way on New York streets?

11. Which avenue divides the streets into east and west?

12. Where does this avenue start and where does it run to?

13. How was Harlem formed? How did it get its present name?

14. What is Harlem like?

15. Is Harlem the only section of the city where people of one race or nationality
tend to live in their own communities?

16. Where should one go to see a theatre performance or a music show in New
York?

17. Why is New York a real paradise for art lovers?

18. Where can one see sports competitions in New York?

© oo Nk R

Traveling around the city one can’t help
using the city public transport

Read the following information about New York traffic system and
answer the questions:
1. Why is the subway the most popular kind of transport in New York?
2. Which kind of bus would you take to visit the most popular stores?
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3. Which kind of bus would you need to visit the most popular tourist attractions?

4. What is a big advantage of getting around New York by the “Shoppers’
Shuttle” and the “Culture Loop” buses?

5. Is taxi a popular means of city transport?

6. Will a taxi take you to another city?

7. What’s the main problem of visitors who want to get about New York in
their own car?

Explain the following words and word-combinations:
a traffic jam, the subway, a tip, a one-way street.

New York Traffic System

Like every big city, New York has its own traffic system. Traffic jams can
be terrible, and it’s usually quicker to go by subway. The New York subway is
easy to use and quite cheap. It goes to almost every comer of Manhattan. But be
careful! It’s better not to go by subway late at night.

You see more, of course, if you go by bus. New York buses are also easy
to use. The “Shoppers’ Shuttle” (Monday to Friday) and the “Culture Loops”
(Saturdays and Sundays) stop at some of the best-known shops and tourist
places. You can get on and off as many times as you like in one day with only
one ticket.

There are more than 30,000 taxis in New York. They are easy to see
because they are bright yellow and carry large TAXI signs. Taxis do not go
outside the city but they will go to the airports. People give the taxi driver a ‘tip’
of 15 % extra.

If you really have to drive in New York, remember that nearly all the east-
west streets and most of the north-south streets are one way only. This can be
difficult for a visitor who doesn’t know his way. Try to get a map that shows the
direction of the traffic, and — good luck!

I. How is the traffic system in New York different from that in London?

I1. How is it different from the traffic system in your city and what do
they have in common?
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The city of New York has quite a long and interesting history. The
text below gives some information about its early days.

Some Facts From the Early History of New York

The original “New Yorkers” were the Indian tribes Canarsee and
Weckquaesgek who had 94 little settlements on Manna-hatin, “Island of Hills”.
The men hunted game in the woods and caught fish in the rivers while the
women did a bit of farming. Those Indians always bore weapons, but lived in
relative peace. When a ship, which looked a real giant in comparison with their
canoes, appeared from the sea, they showed neither fear nor aggression. In their
canoes, they came closer to the odd creature to take a close look. That was on
April 17, 1524. The Italian captain Giovanni da Verrazano had come to explore
the American coast on behalf of the King of France. The expedition didn’t go
ashore, however, they made a few cartographic sketches, and sailed off.

On the foggy morning of September 2 1609, another European, a
Dutchman, landed at the place now known as the Hudson Bay. His name was
Captain Henry Hudson. Unfortunately, he had little control over his rough and
undisciplined crew. There was trouble between Indians and sailors and some
Indians were killed.

In 1624, Manna-hatin was invaded by the first 100 settlers, hunters and
fur-traders. Two years later another Dutchman, a certain Peter Minnewit bought
the whole island from the Indians for junk worth 60 guilders. The settlement was
called Nieuw Amsterdam.

Nieuw Amsterdam was a gold mine for soldiers of fortune, adventurers,
robbers and swindlers. In 1661, the colony was practically bankrupt. Three years
later, the British took over the management, and that was okay by the 1,500
inhabitants. Nieuw Amsterdam became New York.

Of the Indians, nothing remains but the name of the island — Manhattan.
The old track, on which Dutch farmers drove their cattle to pasture, still exists
today: the Broadway. A few street names recall the early settlers, like Bleeker or
Mac Dougal, and a bridge bears the name of New York’s “discoverer”
Verrazano. Those who are interested in the history of New York can find all
these and many more facts in the American Museum of Natural History and in
the Museum of the City of New York.
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I. Look up the meaning and the pronunciation of the underlined

words.

I1. Use the following words and phrases in sentences of your own:

tribe, settlement, giant, an odd creature, on behalf of, go ashore, junk, swindler,
to take over, to be okay by somebody.

© 0o N Ok DR

I11. Answer the following questions:
What exactly did the Indian men do in the woods?
What does living in relative peace mean?
What thing is referred to as ‘the odd creature’?
Did the sailors from Verrazano’s expedition have any contacts with the Indians?
Did Captain Hudson found a settlement?
Why was the new settlement called Nieuw Amsterdam?
Did Peter Minnewit treat the Indians fairly?
Why did Nieuw Amsterdam attract all sorts of adventurers and criminals?
. Why didn’t the inhabitants object to the British taking over the colony?

10. How long has the place been known under the name of New York?
11. How much has it grown since the 17" century?

Some Places to See in Central New York (Manhattan)

Downtown Manhattan

1.

The Statue of Liberty. The figure of Liberty Enlightening the World, which
stands on Liberty' Island in New York Harbor.

Battery Park. A green esplanade overlooking New York’s Harbor.

Wall Street. The financial center of the country. Situated here are the Trinity
Church (1897), the Federal Hall National Memorial (a museum of the
colonial and early Federal periods in New York), the New York Stock
Exchange and the biggest banks in the USA.

City Hall. City Hall has been the seat of New York’s municipal government
since 1811.

Chinatown. It has been the center of New York’s big Chinese community
for more than 100 years. There are many interesting shops and restaurants in
Chinese style here.
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6. Brooklin Bridge. Opened in 1883, it still ranks among the world’s greatest
suspension bridges. Walk across it for a fine view of Lower Manhattan and
the Harbor. Midtown Manhattan.

7. Greenwich Vill Age. The artistic quarters of New York. The main streets of
it are lined with little craft and curio shops, restaurants, art galleries and off-
Broadway theatres.

8. Empire State Building. For a long time, the 102-storey structure, built in
1931 used to be the world’s tallest building.

9. Times Square. The theatrical center of the city.

10. United Nations Headquarters. The buildings and grounds contain
sculpture and other works of art donated by the member nations.

11. Rockefeller Center. A group of fifteen skyscrapers, including the 70-storey
RCA (Radio Corporation of America) Building, which houses Radio City
Music Hall.

12. The Museum of Modern Art. The museum exhibits modern arts from the
1880’s to the present time.

13. St. Patric’s Cathedral (1858-74). It is one of the finest Gothic-style
structures of America.

14. Carnegie Hall (1891). It presents the world’s great orchestras and soloists.
Uptown Manhattan.

15. Central Park. Among its features are a Zoo, a theater, two skating-rinks,
model yacht pond, rowing lakes.

16. Linkoln Center for the Performing Arts. It includes Philharmonic Hall,
New York State Theatre, Library and Museum of performing Aurts,
Metropolitan Opera House.

17. American Museum of Natural History. Exhibitions of man and nature.

18. Frick Museum of Art. It contains many of the finest works of European
masters from the 14" to the 19" centuries.

19. Metropolitan Museum of Art. One of the world’s leading art museums. Its
collection covers the history of world art from the ancient civilizations to the
present day.

20. Guggenheim Museum. It contains modern painting, sculpture and graphic arts.
21. George Washington Bridge. One of the world’s largest suspension bridges.
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Now you are going to listen to an English couple, who lived in New
York for some time and are now back in England. They are telling the
interviewer their impressions of life in America.

I. Before listening make sure that you know the meaning and
pronunciation of the following words:
tremendously, huge, cosmopolitan, major, queue, scattered, pressure, to be
aware, horrendous, unusable, to speak one’s mind.

I1. Now listen to the interview and answer questions on it.
How long did Bob and Sheila stay in New York?
Did they enjoy living in the States?
Till what time are the shops open?
What time do they open?
Are the shops open on Sundays and during the public holidays?
Why is New York called a cosmopolitan city?
On what floor did Bob and Sheila live?
On what floor was Bob’s office?
. Where are people ruder in New York or in California?
10. Were Bob and Sheila attacked by criminals when they lived in New York?
11. Did they like New York subway?
12. Where is it easier to make friends: in Britain or in the USA?
13. Do Bob and Sheila miss New York?
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I11. Listen to the text once again and answer more questions on it.
1. What makes life in America easier?
2. What do London and New York have in common and how are they different
as far as population is concerned?
3. In what ways are New Yorkers ruder than Londoners?

You are going to read an article about living in New York. Answer
the questions by choosing people from A-D. The people may be chosen
more than once. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Which of the people
— has just enough money to buy necessities? 0A
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— is able to get things without paying? 1
— has thought about leaving New York? 2
— enjoys a spare-time activity that is free? 3
— spends a lot of money for the benefit of others? 4
— says that prices in New York are rising? 5
— is disturbed by the noise of the city? 6
— mentions several sources of income? 7
— thinks New York is now a safer place than before? 8
— likes the variety of people in New York? 9
— works to finance another activity? 10
— would like to have more space? 11
— thinks other New Yorkers don’t always behave well? 12
— Sees no reason to complain about the situation? 13

Living in the Big Apple

A. THE SINGLE GIRL - Sherrin Bernstein

Living in Manhattan is one big financial struggle for Sherrin Bernstein, a
trainee beauty therapist. She earns enough to pay the bills, but there is little left
for luxuries. But she can do a lot of fun in New York on a budget. A good meal
in a restaurant costs little, and her favourite hobby is rollerblading in Central
Park, which costs nothing. Apart from a short rest in Spain last year, Sherrin
hasn’t had a holiday for ten years. She is paying her way through college and
earns money by working as a skating instructor. Despite the financial drawbacks
she loves New York. The worst aspects, according to Sherrin, are pollution and
noise. ‘Car alarms go off through the night, police sirens too. It’s hard to get a
good night’s sleep.” The aggressive nature of New Yorkers also makes her
uncomfortable. ‘People push you out of the way on the subway or in the street.
Sometimes | long for a more peaceful way of life.’

B. THE FAMILY - Mr. and Mrs. Miles and their daughters

Seymour Miles, his wife, Jan, and their two daughters live in a three-
bedroom apartment, which is large by New York standards. Mr. Miles runs his
own business and Jan is vice-president at a bank. The Miles say they are
fortunate they can afford to send their daughters to a private school. The school
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has an excellent academic reputation; every child has a computer. Bringing
children up in New York has its benefits and drawbacks. A big advantage is
access to New York’s rich cultural life. The girls go regularly to museums and
art galleries and see all the latest films. ‘In New York they are exposed to the
diversity of people, see other cultures and are enriched by that,” says Mr. Miles.
The disadvantage is they do not have the freedom to go out in the street and
play. The Miles say New York is becoming more and more expensive to live in,
so many people are leaving and moving out to the suburbs.

C. THE COUPLE — Mr. And Mrs. Rochford

A few years ago, Jeff Rochford considered moving out of New York,
where he’s lived all his life. ‘Crime was out of control; the economy was in a
mess. It was becoming a dangerous place to live. But the clampdown on crime
has improved the city tremendously.” Mr. Rochford and his wife, Verda, live in
a tiny one-bedroom apartment. Although it is expensive to live in Manhattan,
Mr. Rochford says he feeds off the city’s energy and wouldn’t live anywhere
else. ‘Here we’ve got everything at our fingertips. Anything you want is
available 24 hours a day.” Mrs. Rochford, however, who grew up on a farm in
the country, says she has a ‘love-hate’ relationship with New York. ‘I hate that
feeling of being closed in. We’re trying to save up for a bigger home,’ she says.

D. THE HOMELESS PERSON - Gerry Brown

Begging for coins in Fifth Avenue, Gerry Brown doesn’t display an ounce
of self-pity. ‘A lot of wealthy people live here and good luck to them. I know a
lot of them and they give me money because they like me.” Gerry, 44, has been
unemployed for five years. He stays at a friend’s house and comes into the city
center every day. ‘I do odd jobs.” He gets financial support and food stamps
each month from the State. The rest of the time he earns money by going
through rubbish bins and picking out cans and bottles for recycling. ‘I find stuff
like televisions and radios and sell them,” he says. He is experienced enough to
know how to look after himself. ‘I know where to get a free shower. I know
where to get food — the supermarkets and restaurants — they all give it away’.
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What do you think, is it easy to earn money in New York? (give
proofs from the text)
Is it possible to live in New York without a job? (give proofs)
Is accommodation expensive in New York? (give proofs)
Is New York a safe city to live in?
Why are New Yorkers aggressive?
Why does New York seem so attractive to many people?
Why do people in New York have more possibilities to develop culturally?

VOCABULARY AND USE OF ENGLISH

I. Look up the pronunciation and the meaning of the following words:
a trainee, luxuries, advantage, access, diversity, clampdown, available, ounce,
recycling.

I1. Find in the article the English equivalents for the following words
and phrases and use them in sentences of your own:
KaTaHnC Ha POJMKOBBIX KOHBKAX, OIUIAYMBATL PACXOJbl Ha O6y‘{eHI/I€ B
KOJUIEJIP)KE, MNPOTHUBOYTOHHOE YCTPOMCTBO, BBICMATHCA, MO HBIO-HOPKCKUM
MepKkaM, oOoraimiarb, JOCTOMHCTBA M HEIOCTaTKu (X2), mepee3kaTh B
NpuropoAdsnl, MOAyMBIBATHL O, OBITH B MOJIHOM 6€CHOpHI[KC, IIOAITUTHIBATHCA,

MO POIIAHNYaTh, MyCOPHBIE OaKkH, pa3aaBaTh OECIUIATHO.

I11. Explain the following:
‘I long for a more peaceful way of life.’
Mr. Miles runs his own business.
The school has an excellent academic reputation.
In New York they are exposed to a diversity of cultures.
The clampdown on crime has improved the city tremendously.
‘Here we’ve got everything at our fingertips.’
She has a ’love-hate’ relationship with New York.
‘We are trying to save up for a bigger home.’
‘I do odd jobs.’
He gets financial support and food stamps from the State.
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IV. Use the correct form of the word in capitals at the end of each

sentence to fill the gap.

Model: Life in our village is very ... (peaceful). PEACE

1.

o &~ W
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I think we’re all extremely ... to live here. FORTUNE
We have a lot more ... than city kids. FREE

| find it... that anybody wants to live in an overcrowded city. CREDIBLE
There is so much noise and ... in towns and cities. POLLUTE

My brother, however, enjoys all the ... attractions you findina CULTURE
city.

He may go to live in London permanently but he hasn’t

reached a ... yet. DECIDE

V. Choose the correct word or phrase from the options.
For Lisa, living in a city has benefits but it also has drawbacks / advantages.
The worst problems following / according to Lisa are noise and pollution.
Sometimes she loves / longs for the countryside.
Her parents live in the suburbs/subways of the city.
Her father runs / invests his own business.
She has a very good situation / relationship with her parents.
Despite / although the disadvantages, she has to live in the city.
Prices keep going off / going up, so life is very expensive.

V1. Complete the phrases with a word from the list.
whole / control / mess / means / budget

Manuel likes city life, but as a poor student, he has to manage on a very
small .

He realizes that city life isby no__ perfect.

A few years ago the economy wasina __ .

There was a lot of unemployment and the crime rate was out of .

Things are much better now, on the .

VII. Choose the correct option.

My house is not far off / from the station.
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When you come out of / from the airport, turn left.

Drive on / along as far as the traffic lights.

He lives in / at a very expensive area.

We ate our meal on / in the open air.

They arrived in / at New York last night.

They strolled on / around the city center.

He returned to / at Rome last night.

We can go out in / to a restaurant tonight or stay in / at home.
Have been to / at Paris twice before.

VIII. You’re going to read another short text about New York
attractions. Use the words given in capitals underneath to form the missing
ones. There is an example at the beginning. While reading pay attention to
the meaning of underlined words and phrases and use them in sentences of
your own.

Fun Days in New York

New York is always an (0) exciting place to visit because there is such a
wide (1) of things to see and to do there. In terms of daytime
2 , It is often worth planning your visit to coincide with one of the
city’s many (3) and parades. The city takes these very (4)
indeed, and there are annual (5) organized by almost every ethnical
group in the city.

Although these events are often (6) or religious in origin. these
days they are (7) little more than an excuse for food, music, dancing
and other forms of (8) . There is a (9) for the events to take
place in the Spring months and many of them use Fifth Avenue as their principle
(10) place. Participating in one of these events will guarantee the trip
of a lifetime.

(0) excite (4) serious (8) enjoy
(1) vary (5) celebrate (9) tend
(2) attract (6) politics (10) meet
(3) festive (7) general
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I. Discuss with your partner the advantages and disadvantages of
living in New York.

Il. Give reasons why you would like / wouldn’t like to move to New
York Say how life in your native town is different from life in New York.

Moscow

Moscow is the capital of Russia, its political, economic, commercial and
cultural center. It was founded 8 centuries ago by Prince Yuri Dolgoruky.
Historians have accepted the year of 1147 as the start of Moscow’s history.
Gradually the city became more and more powerful. In the 13" century Moscow
was the center of the struggle of Russian lands for the liberation from the tatar
yoke. In the 16th century under Ivan the Terrible Moscow became the capital of
the new united state. Though Peter the Great moved the capital to St Petersburg
in 1712. Moscow remained the heart of Russia. That is why it became the main
target of Napoleon’s attack. Three-quarters of the city was destroyed by fire
during Napoleon’s occupation, but by the middle of the 19" century Moscow
had been completely restored. After the October revolution Moscow became the
capital again.

Now Moscow is one of the largest cities in Europe. Its total area is about
nine hundred square kilometers (ancient Moscow occupied the territory of the
present-day Kremlin). The population of the city is over 8 million inhabitants.

Moscow is one of the most beautiful cities in the world. The heart of
Moscow is Red Square. It has more historic associations than any other place in
Moscow. The Kremlin and St Basil’s Cathedral (Vasily Blazhenny) are
masterpieces of ancient Russian architecture. The main Kremlin tower the
Spasskaya Tower, has become the symbol of the country. On the territory of the
Kremlin you can see old cathedrals, the Bell Tower of Ivan the Great, the Palace
of Congresses, the Tzar-Cannon and the Tzar-Bell, the biggest cannon and bell
in the world. St Basil’s Cathedral was built in the mid-16" century in memory of
the victory over Kazan. There is a legend that Ivan the Terrible blinded the
architects Barma and Postnik, because he didn’t want them to create another
masterpiece.

There are a lot of beautiful palaces, old mansions, cathedrals, churches

34



and monuments in Moscow. Now Moscow is being reconstructed and we all
hope that in a few years the city will become even more beautiful.

There are more than 80 museums in Moscow. The largest museums are
the Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts and the State Tretyakov Gallery. Other unique
museums in Moscow include the All-Russia Museum of Folk Arts, the Andrei
Rublev Museum of Early Russian Art, the Alexei Bakhrushin Theatre Museum,

the Mikhail Glinka Museum of Musical Culture and many others.

Moscow is famous for its theatres. The best known of them is the Bolshoi
Opera House. Drama theatres and studios are also very popular.

Moscow is a city of students. There are over 80 higher educational
institutions in it, including several universities.

Moscow is the seat of the Russian Parliament (the Duma) and the center

of the country’s political life.

Ivan the Terrible — Man I'po3ubiii

Peter the Great — Iletp Benukuit
(ITetp 1)

St Petersburg — Cankr-IlerepOypr

Napoleon — Hamosieon

St Basil’s Cathedral — co6op

Bacuiusa bnaxxeasoro

the Bell Tower of Ivan the Great —
Konokoapusa MBana Benukoro

the Tzar-Cannon — ILlapp-miymika

the Tzar-Bell — Ilaps-kosokoun

the Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts —
My3seit n300pa3uTeabHbIX
UCKyCcCTB UMeHHM IlymkuHa

Kazan — Kazanb

the Bolshoi Opera House —
Bonwuioii Teatp onepsl u Oanera

Names

the State Tretyakov Gallery —
I'ocynapctBennas TperbsikoBCcKas

rajepes

the All-Russia Museum of Folk Arts —
Bceepoccuniickuit Mmysen
ACKOPATUBHOTO, ITPUKIIATHOTO U
HapOaAHOTO UCKYCCTBA

the Andrei Rublev Museum of Early
Russian Art — My3eii
JPEBHEPYCCKOI0 UCKYCCTBA UMEHU
AHppest PyOnesa

the Alexei Bakhrushin Theatre
Museum — TearpanbHblil My3eit
nMeHM baxpymmnaa

the Mikhail Glinka Museum of
Musical Culture — Myseii

MY3BIKJIbHOM KYJIBTYPBI UM. | IMHKH
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Vocabulary

historian — ucropuxk masterpiece — meaeBp
to accept — mpuHUMATh, JOMYCKATh architect — apxurekrop, 3014mii
gradually — mocrenenno tower — GarHs
powerful — cuabHBIH, legend — nerenga
MOTYIICCTBEHHBIH to blind — ocnenuTs
liberation — ocBoOOX1eHNE palace — nBoper
tatar yoke — rarapckoe uro mansion — ocobGHSIK
united — coeanHEHHBIH, to reconstruct — nepectpanBars,
00bEIMHEHHBIH BOCCTaHaBJINBATh
to remain — ocraBaTbscs uNigque — YHUKaIbHBIHA,
target — mueHs, 11€1b, O0BEKT CIMHCTBCHHBIN B CBOEM POJIC
attack — namanenwue, araka drama theatre — npamarndeckuii
to destroy — paspyiars TeaTp
fire — mosxxap studio — cryaus, TeaTp-CTYaus
occupation — okkymarus higher educational institution —
completely — momHOCTBIO, HIETHMKOM BBICIIIEE yHEOHOE 3aBE/ICHNE
to restore — pecTaBpupoBaTh, ancient — peBHuii
BOCCTaHABJINBATh

Questions
1. When was Moscow founded?
2. Is there a monument to Yuri Dolgoruky in Moscow? Where is it?
3. When did Moscow become the capital?
4. In 1712 the capital was moved to St Petersburg, wasn’t it? When did

Moscow become the capital again?

Was ancient Moscow a big city? What’s the total area of modern Moscow?
What’s the population of Moscow?

What places of interest in the centre of Moscow do you know?

What do you know about St Basil’s Cathedral?

. What can you see on the territory of the Kremlin?

10. What are the most famous Moscow museums? (art galleries?)

11. What theatres in Moscow do you know?

12. What is your favorite place in Moscow?

© © N o o
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St Petersburg

St Petersburg is the second largest city in Russia and one of the most
beautiful cities in the world. It was founded in 1703 by Peter the Great as the
“Window to the West”. Thousands of workmen were brought from all parts of
Russia to build a new city on the swampy land at the mouth of the Neva River.
Peter the Great was in a hurry. The work was fast and hard, and the workman
dropped dead by the hundred. But the work went on.

In 1712 St Petersburg, a city of great beauty, with palaces, cathedrals,
churches, government buildings became the capital. Under later rulers the new
capital of the Russian Empire grew rapidly in wealth and beauty. Architects
were brought from Western Europe to lay out the city in harmonious squares.
Buildings were constructed of grey and rose-coloured granite. The Hermitage
Palace and the Winter Palace, the homes of the tsars, were equal to any in
Europe. When the First World War began in 1914, the German-sounding name,
St Petersburg, was changed to Petrograd. After the October Revolution the city
was renamed after Lenin.

During the Great Patriotic War the city suffered a great deal. The German
armies laid siege to it in 1941, and for the next year and a half it was cut off
from the rest of the country. No food could be brought in, and people died of
starvation. Daily shelling and air raids destroyed parts of the city. Thousands of
people were Kkilled. Rebuilding took years.

Now St Petersburg is an important industrial, cultural and educational
centre. The population of the city is over 5 million inhabitants.

St Petersburg is indeed a wonderful city — at every turn there is something
to catch your eye. The Winter Palace, the Hermitage, the Russian Museum, St
Isaac’s Cathedral, the Peter-and-Paul Fortress and the building of the Admiralty,
to name but a few, attract thousands of tourists from every comer of the world.

Petersburg’s many museums house some of the world’s most famous art
collections. The Hermitage, for example, contains the richest collection of
pictures in the world.

The city is called the Northern Venice because there are 65 rivers, arms
and canals there with artfully decorated bridges. It’s also famous for its beautiful
white nights.
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Names

St Petersburg — Caukr-IletepOypr the Russian Museum — Pycckuii

Peter the Great — Iletp Benukmii Mys3eH
(ITetp I) St Isaac’s Cathedral — McaakueBckuii
the Neva River — p. Hega cobop

the Hermitage Palace — DpmuTax the Peter-and-Paul Fortress —

the Winter Palace — 3umuuit 1leTponaBioBCKas KpenocTs

BOpELL the Admiralty — AnmupanTeicTBo
Vocabulary
swampy — 60JOTUCTBII starvation — roioz
mouth — yctee (peku) shelling — 6omOexku
to drop dead — ynacTh 3amepTBO air raid — Bo3IyIIHbIif HajJIeT
ruler — npaButens to destroy — pa3pymars
empire — uMIepus to catch smb’s eye — npusieun
rapidly — 6sicTpo BHHUMaHUE, IIOPA3UTh
to lay out — mrarupoBath to attract — npusiiekars, IPUTATUBATH
harmonious — rapMoHHUYHBI# arm — pykas peKu
granite — rpaHut canal — xanan
equal — paBHBIH, HE YCTYMAIOIIHIA artistically — macrepckn
to rename — neperMMEHOBBLIBATh to decorate — ykpararb
to suffer — ctpagats bridge — moct

to lay siege to — ocaauThb

Questions

1. Have you ever been to St Petersburg?

2. s St Petersburg as old as Moscow?

3. Who founded the city and when did it become the capital of the Russian
Empire?

4. Peter | thought that Moscow looked provincial in comparison with the
capitals he had visited and decided to build a magnificent city equal to any
European capital. Did he succeed?
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How many times has the city been renamed and why?

Did the city suffer a great deal during the Great Patriotic War?
What is St Petersburg famous for?

Have you ever been to the Russian Museum? (the Hermitage?)
. What other places of interest in St Petersburg do you know?
10. Why is Petersburg called the Northern Venice?

© 00N oo

VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR PRACTICE

I. Fill in the gaps with the correct article: a / an, the or - (no article).
1. Mr. Brown arrived at... Kennedy airport on his way to... New York
yesterday.
Usually he used to read ... few articles out of... “Guardian”.
When last heard from he was at... University of Los Angeles.
Soon after that he was expelled from ... London University.
On their way to ... Ritz Hotel he refused to tell Tom what would happen there.
There’s ... good film at... Royal Cinema this week.
You should go to ... Natural History Museum, it’s very interesting.
If you are looking for ... good supermarket, there is one on ... Baines Street.
If you are looking for ... extraordinary shop, I’d recommend ... Harrod’s.
10. ...Central Park is ... very large park in ... Manhattan.
11. ... Tower of London and ... Westminster Abbey are ... most famous tourist
attractions in London.
12. New York is famous for ... Empire State Building and ... Statue of Liberty.

© oo N Ok W

Il. Translate it into English.
MHorue nogyMbIBatlOT O TOM, YTOOBI TIepeexath U3 JIOHI0HA B IPUTOPOIBI.
[TerepOypr Obu1 ocHOBaH [letpom | B 1703 romy.
Pycckuit My3ent cuutaeTcs BTOPOM 110 U3BECTHOCTU My3eeM B Poccuu.

> wbh e

l'apmem — paiton Hero-Hopka, B KOTOpOM 34aHHUS CUJIIBHO HYXIAKOTCSA B

pPEMOHTE.

o

Taysp — ucropuueckuii cumBoJl JIonnoHa.
6. McTopust MoCKBBI BOCXOIUT K Iepuoay 12 Beka.

7. MeTtpo MOCKBBI CUMTAETCSI CaMbIM KPaCUBBIM METPO MHUPA.
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8. Cobop Bacumus braskeHHOT0 OBLT TOCTPOCH B MaMsATh 0 TToOene Haj Kazansto.
9. B nHamem ropojie MHOTO YJIHII, 0OCaKEHHBIX JIEPEBbSIMH.

10. ITo mepkam MOCKBEI )KH3HB B TOPOJI€ OYCHB TOPOTasl.

11. Pe3unennus koposieBbl EnuzaBersl Haxoautcs B BykuHreMckom aBopiie.

12. 30 nHs B J€Hb COTHM JIIOACH mepee3xaroT B OOJbIINE Topojia B MOMCKAX

JYYIIEN KU3HH.

I11. Speak about your native town / city using the vocabulary of the
topic “City”.

IV. Do you think that N. Novgorod may be as attractive to foreigners
as Moscow and St Petersburg?

The Urban Explosion

Today cities are growing at an unprecedented rate. More than 40 % of the
world population currently lives in urban areas. Developed regions have been
more than 50 % urban since the mid-20" century. Developing countries are
expected to pass the mark in the first quarter of this century. Nations will face
the formidable task of providing shelter, services and employment for these
urban multitudes. The demand for adequate housing will exceed the supply.

In the developing world urban slums are growing twice as fast as the
cities themselves. Already, some 900 million people live crowded in make-shift
shacks and squalid squatter settlements.

In mushrooming urban shuns, people live amidst pollution, overcrowding,
unemployment, crime and disease. Day after day they trickle in — the peasants
uprooted by floods, drought, war or land pressure; the migrant workers, alone or
with their families, seeking jobs, food and security; the men, the women and the
children with little material possessions but holding on to the hope for better
lives in the new environment. But, of course, those who suffer most are women
and children. Women around the world are the poorest of the poor. A homeless
woman is a familiar sight in the crowded cities of both industrialized and
developing countries. Statistically, she is a zero, a nonentity without voice, nor
power nor identity; at the very best, she is counted among the swelling, faceless
ranks of homeless people, for whom society has no space.
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I. Speculate on the problems of a big city.

I1. You spent all your life in the countryside, but this year you family
iIs moving to Nizhny Novgorod. Discuss with your friend all advantages and
disadvantages of living in a big city.

REVIEW

I. What is the English for:
3HAMCHUTBIN APXUTCKTOP,; IIPABUTCIIbCTBCHHBIC YUPCKIACHUS,; PACIIOIaraTbCAa Ha
o0enx cTtopoHax TeM3bl; CITIOUEHHOE COOOIIECTBO; MPUIECPKUBATHCS TPAIULIHIA;
MATUIETHUN KOHTpaKT; B OoubIIel CTCIICHU, XWUTHL B npuropoac; CHJIbHO

HY>K/1aThCSl B PEMOHTE; YPOBEHb PECTYIMHOCTH.

I1. What is the Russian for:
to commemorate; to get around the city; to be on; clampdown on crime;
spectacular views; economic expansion; vibrant communities; alongside with; a
rally; a car alarm.

I11. Give synonyms:
famous; to go sightseeing; to reconstruct; valuable; the centre of the city; district;
advantages and disadvantages; to attract one’s attention; very old; unbelievable.

IV. Insert prepositions:
1) to be divided ... four parts;
2) to go ... an educational visit... the museum;
3) to beg ... coins ... the street;
4) to be mad ... folk dancing;
5) to have a noticeable effect... the development;
6) to come ... work ... subway;
7) to be famous ... a rich collection ... paintings;
8) ...Moscow standards;
9) to pay one’s way ... college;
10) to be ... a mess.
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9.

V. Translate it into English:
MHOTHe MOAYMBIBAIOT O TOM, YTO6KI IIepeexars 13 Hpio-Mopka B IpHropois.
Mocksa Obuta ocHOBaHa KHsA3eM Jlonropykum B 1147 rony.
DpMUTaX CUMTAETCS MEPBBIM IO U3BECTHOCTH My3eeM B Poccum.
lapmem — paiion HLm—ﬁopKa, KOTOPBI HE PEKOMEHAYETCS MOCEIIATh
CaMOCTOSITEIIBHO.
Koponesckue aparonennoctu xpaunsrces B Tayape.
HcTopus 3amka Bunnzop BocxoauT Kk cakcoHckoMy nepuony | X Beka.
Mertpo JlonnoHa HacuuThIBaeT 275 CTAaHUMW W SIBISETCS CaMbIM CTapbiM
METpPO MUpa.
Crarys anmupana HenmbcoHa CTOMT Ha BEpIIMHE KOJOHHBI B LIEHTpE
Tpadanbrapckoit miomamm.
lNommanaen [Tutep MUHYHAT KyniJT OCTPOB Y UHAECHIEB 3a 26 JOJUIAPOB.

10. Karanue Ha POJIHUKOBBIX KOHBKAX B HGHTpaJIBHOM ITapKe OecruiaTHOE.
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