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The Gerund

FORMS OF THE GERUND
Active Passive
Indefinite Seeing Being seen
Going
Perfect Having seen Having been seen
Having gone

INDEFINITE GERUND

An indefinite form of the gerund denotes an action simultaneous with or
posterior to the action expressed by the finite verb.

e He is disappointed at seeing you here.

e She is fond of being read to.

e He dreams of becoming an actor.

PERFECT GERUND

A perfect gerund denotes an action that precedes the action expressed by
the finite verb.

e He is proud of having won the first prize.
e He was surprised at your not having come.

NOTE: The perfect gerund always indicates priority while the indefinite
gerund may also express priority:

a) after verbs of recollection, gratitude, blame, reproach,
punishment and reward:
| regret telling him about it. (51 coxaieto, uTo ckazan emy
00 3TOM).




| remember seeing him last Sunday. (5 momHr0, 4TO BHIE
€ro B MPOIIOE BOCKPECEHBE).

b) after prepositions on, after and without:
She left the flat without saying a word. (Ona ymuia, Hu4ero
HE CKa3aB).
On reaching the end of the road, we turned left. ({oiias no
KOHIIA JIOPOTH, MBI TIOBEPHYJIH HAJIEBO).

The gerund is a non-finite verb form which names the process or an
action. Like other non-finite verb forms the Gerund has verbal and nominal
properties, thus, it combines the features of the verb with those of the noun.

The Verbal Features

1. The Gerund may take a direct object
Avoid using too many idioms in your speech.
2. The Gerund may be modified by an adverb or adverbial modifier
Excuse my coming so late.
3. The Gerund has a category of voice and the category of tense
correlation.

The Nominal Features

1. The Gerund may be used after prepositions
He was accused of stealing the money.
The idea of moving to the country came to him on holidays.
2. It may be modified by a possessive pronoun or a noun in a
possessive case, which precedes it.
Do you mind my opening the window?
3. In the sentence the Gerund can function in the same way as the noun.
It may function as the subject, a predicative, an object.



1.

EXERCISES

Comment on the form of the gerund.

Having chosen, playing, being given, having been done, thinking, being
translated, reaching, having left, being treated, joining, having been asked,
inviting, being made, having cooked.

2.

Give all the possible gerundial forms of the following verbs.

To lie, to faint, to skate, to examine, to raise, to feel, to knock, to whip, to
cram, to fill, to skip, to eat, to rise, to ski, to fly, to move, to lay, to knead,
to ring, to sweep, to spring, to choose, to wring, to jump, to hang, to cut, to
hold.

3.

0

Use the Gerund in the appropriate form instead of the infinitive in
brackets.

Gemma is used to (to interrupt) a teacher, but she hates (to interrupt)
while she is answering the lesson.

Mike doesn’t like (to read) books himself but he likes (to read) by his
Mum.

They look forward to (to meet) at the railway station by their new son-
in-law.

Thank you for (to answer) the letter so soon.

She disliked (to arouse) early.

She apologized for (to change) the timetable without (to inform) me
about it.

They haven’t got a chance of (to have) a word together.

Victoria displayed a distinct pleasure at (to allow) to tell her story.

| have only just discovered that | cannot bear (to watch) doing anything
so badly.

10. William insisted on (to tell) the truth as he himself is used to (to tell)

the truth.



THE FUNCTIONS OF THE GERUND
GERUND AS SUBJECT

The Gerund as subject as a rule stands in front position, preceding the
predicate.

Talking mends no holes.

Doing is better than saying.

However, the gerund in this function may also follow the predicate in
sentences opening with the introductory (formal) subject IT in a few fixed
phrases:

It is fun doing something.

It is (of) no/little use doing something.
It is no good doing something.

It is useless doing something

It’s a waste of time doing something.

It makes no difference doing something.

A single gerund as subject can also be introduced by THERE to form the
following structure:

There is no doing something.

There is no use doing something.
There is no sense in doing something.
There is no point in doing something.

For example,
It is fun playing computer games.
(300po6o uepamo 6 KOMNbIOMEPHBLE USPDL).
It is no use complaining.
(Becnonesno scanosamocs).
It is no good telling him - he won 't listen.
(Ilpocmo Hu Kk yemy smo emy 2o8opumv — OH He OyOem
CAyuams).
There is no pleasing him.




(Emy He yeoouuw).
There is no sense in jJumping at conclusions.
(becnone3no moponumscs ¢ 8b18600aMiu).

EXERCISES

1. Paraphrase the sentences using the gerund in the function of the
subject.

Model: It is harmful to drink alcohol.
Drinking alcohol is harmful.

It is dangerous to drive a car in such fog.

It is pleasant to walk home after school.

It is bad to eat fast-food.

It was lovely to move to the country.

It is difficult to learn English grammar.

It was a great mistake to stay indoors in such lovely weather.
It interests him to collect stamps.

It is foolish to lie to him.

It is impossible to lengthen this dress.

10 It is no easy matter to treat this disease.

©ooN Ok whE

2. Complete the following sentences using the gerund in the function of
the subject.

...1s pleasant.

...1s useful.

...was painful.

...1s such fun.

...1s a new experience for me.
...1s out of question.

....Is tedious.

No ok whRE



8.
Q.

...was his constant passion.
...1s healthy.

10....1s wise.

3.

Answer the following why-questions using the gerund with words
suggested.

Model: Why don’t you offer Jane a helping hand with her English? (help)

No ok~ whE

There is no use (no good) helping her. She doesn’t want to study.

Why don’t we discuss the plans for the holidays? (talk)
Why don’t you buy a new umbrella? (buy)

Why don’t you tell Phil that he is wrong? (reprimand)
Why don’t you want to wait for them? (wait)

Why don’t you improve your grammar? (studying)
Why don’t you teach him music? (teach)

Why don’t you try to convince her? (try)

Compose sentences according to the model. Use the gerund after it's
no fun, it’s great fun, it is (of) no/little use, it’s no good, it’s a waste
of time, there’s no, there’s no sense, there’s no point. Give your
explanations why you think so.

Model: - to wallpaper the room this year

© oo NOO O WNE

There is no sense in papering the room this year. We renovated
the flat several months ago.

To spend holidays in town.

To jump at conclusions.

To resist the temptation.

To learn the poem by heart.

To have the suit made to order.
To see the New Year in alone.
To look up unknown words
To share responsibilities.

To let out the dress.



10. To have one’s blood tests taken.

5. Translate the sentences into English using a gerund or a gerundial
phrase as subject.

A)
YreHwne razer mo3BojisieT ObITh B Kypce COOBITHH.
3aHMMAaThHCS TUMHACTUKOM IO yTpaM OY€Hb MOJIE3HO.
Hert cmbiciia Goibiiie BOJIHOBATHCS.
Tenepp €€ yxe HE OCTAHOBUTb.
E€ noGena B koHKypce Obl1a CIOPIPU30M ISl BCEX.
CnopuTth ¢ HUM O€CIIOJIE3HO.
310pOBO IPOBECTH BPEMSI HA CBEKEM BO3IyXE.
Her HuKakoW pa3HULIBI, IPUAET OHA HA DK3AMEH WJIN HET.

©oOoNOhwWhDRE

. Huxorna He 3Haemb, KTO Te0€ MOMOIKET B HECUACTHE.
10. BecronesHo Jrars.

B)

[TosryunTh NOBBILIEHHE IO pabOTE OBLIO OYEHB BaXKHO.
[Iporynku Ha IpUPOAE — NPUATHOE 3aHITHE.

Henp3s oTpuniaTe, 4T0 OHa BUHOBATA B MIPONAXKE JCHET.
Bo16op npodeccun — 0OTBETCTBEHHOE 3aHSTHE.

Her cMmbicna ciymate nporpamMmy 10 koHua. M tak Bce sCHO.
HeB0o3M0XHO OOBSICHUTD €€ IIPOBajl Ha HK3aMEHE.

310pOBO MTPOBECTH KAHUKYJIBI B OT Joma!

Kaxkoli cMbIcT IepeunThIBaTh 3Ty IJIaBy eule pas?

© oo N Oh WN R

becnone3Ho Tpatuth BpeMst Ha 3Ty 3a7ady.
10. VBugets ee B PuMe ObII0 HACTOSAIITUM CIOPITPHU3OM.

GERUND AS A PREDICATIVE

When the gerund is used as part of a compound nominal predicate it
functions as a predicative.

His household chore was washing the linen.



The next step was translating and learning the text.
Her only fun was reading the books.
All they wanted was getting out of there.

EXERCISES
1. Complete the sentences using a gerund as a predicative.

The only way out was...

Her goal was...

The most important thing is...
His next step will be ....

Her principle was...

The task is ...

The best way will be ...

Their only fun was...

. My dream was ...

10. My friend’s hobby was ...

©oN Ok owhE

GERUND AS A PART OF A COMPOUND
VERBAL PREDICATE

Jane began teaching in 2008.

As part of a compound verbal predicate the gerund is used with verbs
denoting:
1) the beginning of the action (to begin, to burst out, to start, etc.)
2) the duration of the action (to continue, to go on, to keep (on), etc. )
3) the end of the action (to finish, to stop, to give up, to leave off, to
cease, etc.)

Then the baby started crying.

The boy burst out crying.

She wanted to continue living at home for as long as she can.
He went on working until he was 91.

10




She pretended not to hear, and kept on walking.

| finished writing a letter just minutes before he came.
We must stop polluting the environment.

Why don't you give up eating fast-food?

"‘Will you leave off lecturing me all the time?" he snarled.
We ceased trying vainly to understand the grammar rule.

Some verbs can be followed by either a gerund or an infinitive,
usually with a difference in meaning.

Infinitive Gerund
Keep He kept on talking though she
ont didn’t listen.

Stop To stop to do something | To stop doing something
means to stop moving, or | means to not continue an
stop what you are doing, in | activity.

order to do something else.?
She stopped to talk (She|She stopped talking (She
stopped and began to talk) | didn’t talk any longer)

Begin These verbs are used both with the infinitive and with
Start gerund with practically no change in meaning. Yet with
continue | begin and start there is a tendency to use infinitive for
impersonal and involuntary events:

It started to rain

She began to grow We started packing our things.

Begin These verbs are used with
Start the infinitive if

Continue 1) they are in the
Cease continuous form

He was beginning to

1 On is used after keep for greater emphasis
2 Stop in this case is used with the infinitive of purpose.

11



understand

2) the verb that follows
iIs not used in the
continuous form.

He ceased to be our ally.

Go on

To do something differently,
to do the next thing

He gave us a lecture on the
Greek history. And then he

To continue doing

She went on showing us his
photos.

went on to show us his
photos from Greece

A)

©ooN A owhE

EXERCISES

Complete the following sentences using the gerund as a part of a
compound verbal predicate.

He kept...

She started...

They went on ...
Suddenly she began...

He immediately stopped...
I just continued...

Now I shall go on...

At last he finished...

They were beginning. ..

10. It started...

Complete the sentences with the infinitive or gerund forms of the
verbs in brackets.

She went on (to cry) for two hours.

Soon the company ceased (to trade) with their former partners.
If I am working at home, | often stop (to watch) the sun go down.

12
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| began (to read) this book a few weeks ago.

They ceased (to be) their friends after they had fallen out.

| stopped (to tie) my shoe.

After finishing reading, go on (to write) a summary of what you have
just read.

Suddenly the road began (to turn) to the right.

| stopped (to dig) and looked at him.

10. After two months in London she began (to speak) quite fluently.

B)

ok W R
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Please, stop (to shout). I can hear you perfectly.

My thoughts kept (to go) back to the conversation with the Dean.
Aren’t you going to leave off (to lie) for good?

Will you allow me to continue (to use) your car?

She began her career as a model and then she went on (to make)
films.

She kept on (to think) about the project.

Soon | started (to see) the meaning of his words.

Look! It is beginning (to rain).

They stopped (to see) each other as they have very little in common.

10 Educated at Harrow School, Jeffrey Bonas went on (to read)

o bk whN e

Modern History at Oxford University.

Translate the sentences into English.

OHu nepecTany BCTPEYaThCs MOCIE OKOHYAHUS IIKOJIBI.

OHU npoAOIIKATIN CIIOPUTD.

Omna Opocuiia MUTh TaONETKH, U €11 cpasy CTajno Jyylle.

Ona Hayana peryJsipHO 3alUChIBaTh €ro JCKLUH.

A paccmesuics U riepecTaln 3a1aBaTh €My BOIIPOCHI.

OH ocTaHOBWJCS, 4YTOOBI YTO-TO 3amucaTb B TETpalb, a 3aTeM
IPOAOIKUI UATH.

Korma g Bouwia B Kiacc, ydyuTenb YK€ Hayal OOBICHATH HOBYIO
TEMY.

OH npoJ0JIKal YTO-TO YUTATh U CMESIThCS.

OH >xJa, Korjaa NpeKpaTUTCs T0XK1b.

13



10. OHa B3sy1a MOIO PYKY U MPOJAOJDKHIIA Pa3roBOp, paccKas3biBas O
cBoeM myremiecTBuu Ha Kanaper.

GERUND AS A NON-PREPOSITIONAL OBJECT

He likes living in a big city.
They remember talking about it.
She avoids doing the housecleaning alone.

Do you mind® my using your phone?
I don’t mind your switching off the light.

The grass needs trimming.
The film is worth seeing.

The gerund is widely used in this function after a great number of verbs
and expressions.

Verbs always followed by the gerund

Admit Dislike Justify Report
Adore Endure Mention Require
Appreciate Enjoy Mind Resent
Avoid Entail Miss Resist
Burst out Excuse Necessitate Risk
Cannot help Fancy Postpone Stand
Contemplate Forgive Practice Suggest
Consider Give up Put off Tolerate
Defer Grudge Prevent
Delay Imagine Propose
Deny Include Recall
Detest Involve Recollect

He seriously considered resigning.

% In negative and interrogative sentences




They contemplated buying a new Audi.

| appreciated hearing from them.

He suggested leaving the house early.

There are a number of verbs which can be followed by either infinitive or
the gerund, usually with a difference in meaning:

VERBS INFINITIVE GERUND
Remember | = remember what one hastodo | = recall the past event /
remember what one has done or
what has happened
Remember to lock the door (ue | I don’t remember locking the
3a6y0b 3aKpbIms 06epy) door (4 me nommwo, Kax
3aKpwieana 0eepv)

Forget = forget what one has to do = forget about the past action
Don’t forget to ring me up | | will never forget meeting you
tomorrow. at Charlie’s.

Regret = to be sorry for what one is|= be sorry for what has
going to say (regret here is | happened
normally followed by a verb
such as tell, say, inform)

I regret to say that John has | I regret losing the job
left for good. (=1 am sorry that
I must tell you now)

Dread = is used with the infinitive of [ = we dread something

think unpleasant that is most likely to
happen in the future.

| dread to think what is going | I dread going to the dentist.

on here (=1 try not to think)

15




Like = find it good or right = enjoy in general
I like to cook my meals I like cooking
Try = to do one’s best, attempt, to | = to do something as an
make an effort experiment
He tried to control his voice. They decided they would try
living in America for a while.
Propose =it is followed by the infinitive | =it is followed by the gerund
when it means 'intend': when it means 'suggest’
How does he propose to deal | John proposed going to the
with the situation? party
Mean = to intend an action, to do it | = to have a particular result or
deliberately involve something
| didn't mean to upset you. My new job will mean
travelling all over the world
Allow If the person concerned is | If the person is not mentioned
Advise mentioned
Permit _ _ :
Forbid She advised to apply at | He advised applying at once.
once.
Love With the verbs love, hate and prefer there is not much difference
Hate between the two structures.
Prefer

I love to read books.
He preferred to stay alone.

I love reading books
He preferred cooking to
eating out.

16
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EXERCISES
Complete the following sentences using the gerund in the function of
a non-prepositional object.

They looked at him and couldn’t help ....

He felt unwell and decided to give up...

When she started talking, he suddenly remembered. ..
He was a talented writer and his story was worth...
After the joke the entire audience burst out...

He denied ...

Most people don’t like....

I can’t imagine...

. The hair needs .

10 We can’t risk..

2.

Paraphrase the sentences using a gerundial structure and a word in
brackets.
Model: The story is very fascinating. (to read) — It is worth reading.

The dress is very fashionable. (to buy)
The pie looks very mouth-watering. (to taste)
The report is very informative. (to listen)
The medicine is powerful. (to take)
The garden is very well-planed. (to have a look around)
The novel is too boring. (not to read)
His lecture is very stimulating. (to attend)
The community is very welcoming. (to join)
. This dish is a fancy one. (to cook)
10. The play is very elaborate. (to watch)

©oOoNO A wWNRE

Model: The dress is too long (shorten). — It needs shortening.

1. The closet is cluttered with his things. (to tidy up)
2. The blouse is all crumpled. (to iron)

3. All the plates are greasy. (to wash)

4. The door is very dirty. (to paint)

17



The final report is too short. (to rewrite)

The sleeves are too wide. (to take in)

The washing machine is out of order. (to repair)

The furniture is very dusty. (to wipe and polish)

. White linen turned yellow. (to bleach)

10 The soup is too hot for a child to eat. (to cool down)

© o N O

. Finish the sentences using gerund and translating the words in
brackets.

. They denied (4To 3HAIOT 3Ty HCTOPHUIO; YTO MPOIMYCTHIIA TEPBBIN
YPOK; YTO B3SUTH €€ JICHbI'W; YTO OTBETHJIM Ha TeJIe()OHHBINH 3BOHOK;
YTO CJIOMAJIA CTUPAIBHYIO MAIIIUHY)

| can’t help (e mpounrtaTh ee MUCHMO; HE OOTOTBOPHUTH €r0; HE
OPUNATH paHbllle, YeM TIOJ0XKEHO;, He OOCYIUTh IOCIEIHION0
HOBOCTB).

. He suggested (mepekycuth B coceaHeM Kade; pasaeiuTh
00513aHHOCTH T10 JIOMY; TIOMOYb €l JJOTHATh TPYIITY 110 aHTIUHCKOMY
A3BIKY)

. Would you mind (momBe3tu MeHs [0 A0Ma; IIOMOYbh MHE IIO
XO3SICTBY; ChIrpaTh MapTHIO B TCHHUC; IPOTYJISATHCS 110 TApKYy)

. He avoided (Bctpeuarbcsi ¢ HMUMM HaequHE, OOMaHBIBATh CBOMX
Ipy3el; TMHUTh XOJOJHYIO BOAY; INPUHUMATh MHOTO JICKApPCTB;
3aCHKUBATKCS JIOTIO3/IHA 32 YPOKaMH)

. She postponed (cmauy mociemHero sK3aMeHa; 3aKa3 HOBOTO
KOCTIOMa;  yOOpKYy  KBapTHphl;  TOYMHKY  CJIOMAaBIIEHCS
MOCYJIOMOEUHON MaIINHbI)

. He was prepared to risk (myremrectBoBaTh B 0OIMHOYKY 1O MMYCTHIHE,
NPUHATH JIEKAPCTBO O€3 perenTa; BECTH MAIlMHy B HE3HAKOMOM
palioHe)

| fancy (moceTuTh CHOPTHBHBIA 3al; CBhECTb O3TOT MHPOT
HEMEJICHHO, TMPUTOTOBUTH IYHII W COHJBHYH; OCTAThCS 3JIE€Ch;
MOWTH Ha KOHIIEPT)

. He detests (tpatuth nBa 4aca Ha TOE3AKy Ha pabOTy; MPOBOIUTH
BpEMsI C €€ POJCTBCHHUKAMHU; IMUCATh OTYCTHI)

18



10. 1 enjoyed (mpoBOAUTH BpeMs B OJUHOYCCTBE, JAPUTh IOJAAPKU
OU3KUM; TOTOBHUTH I OOJBIIIOW KOMITAHWHW; HAXOJUTh HOBBIC
peulenTsl 0110)

4. Complete the sentences using either infinitive or gerund where
appropriate

1. Where can my book be? | remember (to have/having) it when I was
talking to Henry.

2. Gary has always been extremely competitive. He means (to
be/being) a world champion by the time he is twenty-five.

3. | love (to travel/travelling) in my own country. | would hate (to
travel/travelling) abroad.

4. When she is older, she’ll regret (to while away/whiling away) her
time at the university.

5. The chief manager regrets (to inform/informing) the passengers that
next week all the flights will be cancelled.

6. The student dreaded (to think/thinking) what would happen if he
didn’t pass the exam.

7. Humility means (to be/being) able to admit you’re sometimes wrong.

8. You will not be permitted (to enter/entering) the building without the
Dean’s permission.

9. I'll never forget (to see/seeing) him dance at the fancy ball party.

10. I vaguely remember (to say/saying) something like that.

=

I always try (to be/being) punctual, but I don’t always succeed.

It’s a tricky problem. I recommend you (to consult/consulting) the

specialist.

3. She’d prefer (to go/going) to her place to (to stay/staying) in a hotel.

4. We saw this film last month. Do you remember (to see/seeing) it.

5. Did you remember (to air/airing) the room. — No, I didn’t/ I’ll go
back and do it now.

6. | regret (to be) so inattentive to him.

7. She forgot (to bring/bringing) the book. She left it in the library.

N
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8. Why are you late? Have you forgotten (to promise/promising) me to
be always punctual.

9. The landlord doesn’t permit (to have/having) a dog in the apartment.

10. You should try (to hold/holding) the baby. That may make him stop

crying.

=

I won’t regret (to listen/listening) to my mother’s advice because she
is always right.
2. Will you please be quite! I am trying (to listen/listening) to the
music.
3. What’s happened? — I don’t know. I remember (to cross/crossing)
the street and then nothing else.
| need this picture badly. Do try (to get/getting) it wherever you can.
| regret (to tell/telling) you that your behavior has been
unsatisfactory of late.
| like (to have/having) everything in good order
Run as fast as you can, try (to catch/catching) him at any cost.
I don’t remember (to read/reading) about that.
| guess you forgot (to write down/writing down) his telephone
number.
10. He advised me (to get down/getting down) to business immediately.

A

© 0N

GERUND AS PREPOSITIONAL OBJECT
As the prepositional object that gerund may follow

a) verbs

| look forward to meeting my best friend at the conference

b) adjectives

20




He is good at writing expositions.

c) participle Il

They are used to reading before going to bed

©o0oNOO O WNE

They prevented people entering the building.
Jane thanked everyone [for] coming.

She insisted on| cleaning the flat very thoroughly every Saturday.
Did your mum gg@ your coming to see us?
We objected [to| his leaving us so soon.
At last we succeeded (in| finding the right path.
They were afraid being caught by the police.
She was good [af diving.
| am sorry ffor] disturbing you.
| am tired |ofl arguing with him.
He is fond [of [climbing.

Complete the sentences supplying the necessary prepositions and
using the gerund of the verbs in brackets.

She was never good .... (to write poems).

He reproached her ..... not (to tell the truth).
Gemma’s set ... (to go to the disco).

They didn’t feel ... (to go) to work.

In a year he became skillful ... (to draw).

Jane insisted ... (to go) by train.

| refrained ... (to tell) him what I thought.

She complains .... not (to feel) well.

. We are looking forward .. (to go out) at the weekend.

10. She used to blame her husband . not (to help) her about the house.

1.
2.

The director objected ... (to work) overtime.
She ended ... (to ask) the students some questions.
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Are you accusing me ... (to lie).

They aimed ... (to please) everyone.

Can | depend ... your (to finish) the paper by Wednesday.
Why not occupy our time ... (to dust) the furniture.

Soon they succeeded ... (to bring) the temperature down.
He wasn’t surprised ... (to see) us at the party.

He was fined ... (to speed).

0. They were fed up ... his (to shirk) the responsibilities.
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Jenny was responsible ... (to wash up).
Nobody was particularly keen ... (to peel) the potatoes.
The boy was capable ... (to look) after himself.
He prevented the boys ... (to jump) on the stairs.
| am not used ... (to tell) what to do.
The Dean’s reprimand stopped me ... (to skip) the classes.
She persisted ... (to pursue) her idea to renovate the house.
| am not accustomed ... (to sit up) late on Fridays.
She was afraid ... (to be) alone.

. Excuse me ... (to be late).

©oN Ok owdE
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1. In May she remained actively engaged ... (to prepare) for the
contest.

She was unaware ... (to be watched).

| was sick and tired ... (to fix up) the flat all by myself.

The mother decided... (to go) shopping.

He congratulated me ... (to win) the first prize.

Jonny felt embarrassed ... (to ask) for help.

They contented themselves ... (to talk) about some trifles.

The teacher praised the students ... (to do) their homework in time.
She seemed upset ... (to wait) for h1m in vain.

10 Unfortunately he was slow ... (to announce) the winner.
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2. Put the expressions into the correct column according to the
prepositions they are used with.
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on in At for to of about

To admit, to accuse, to be grateful, to arrest, to be justified, to be
astonished, to insist, to be unaware, to agree, to succeed, to be renowned, to
blame, to be conscious, to be good, to approve, to consist, to be delighted,
to depend, to confess, to be responsible, to suspect, to be slow, to condemn,
to be irritated, to be anxious, to complain, to be displeased, to rely, to be
absorbed, to be embarrassed, to devote, to be capable, to feel up, to
criticize, to be indignant, to believe, to be ashamed, to persist, to be
engrossed, to despise, to be interested, to hear, to be guilty, to get down, to
learn, to be concerned, to be frightened, to look forward, to be smart, to be
successful, to give credit, to be careful, to be tired, to object, to speak, to
settle down, to praise, to be fond, to specialize, to testify, to sentence, to be
optimistic, to be excited, to resort, to think, to be addicted, to dream, to be
proud, to punish, to count, to aim, to be opposed, to thank, to be worried, to
apologize, to be afraid, to be angry, to be skillful, to be sick.

3. Translate into English using Gerund as prepositional object.

1. Emy He uaTepecHo (10 be interested) Obl10 CHOBa YUTATh 3Ty KHHTY.

2. Jlxeitn He npuBbikia (t0 be accustomed) BcraBath 10 BOCxoja
COJIHIIA, KaK OBUTO MPHHSTO B 3TOM JOME.

3. Ou mHumkorma He cormacurcs (t0 agree) ¢  uU3MeHEHHEM
IIEpPBOHAYAIBHOTO IIJIaHA.

4. Yautemo Hamoeno (to be tired) wcnpaisTh ee MHOTrOYHMCICHHBIC
OIIIHOKH.
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7.
8.
9.

VY Hero He odeHb xopoiio (to be good) moaydanocs yauTh OobIIne
TEKCTHI.

Ona nacramBayia (t0 insist) Ha TOM, 4TOOBI BBI3BaTh JOKTOpa H
IPUHATH BCE HEOOXOUMBIE JIEKapCTBA.

Wwm ynanocs (to succeed) CHH3UTE TeMIIepaTypy B TCUCHHE Jaca.

Ero ooBunmmm (to be accused) B pacTpate JieHer.

Yro momemnrtaso (t0 prevent) Bam npuiiTe BOBpems?

10. Teb6e ne xouetcs (to feel) HaBecTHTH CBOMX poauTENEii?

1.

On nmyman (to think) o Tom, 4T0OBI CMEHUTH PabOTy M yeXaTh M3
ropoja.

S wm3BuHsArOCH (t0 apologize) 3a To, 4TO HEe OTBETWJIA Ha IHUCHMO
paHbIIIE.

Maiikn moonarogapuin (to thank) mpyseit 3a To, 4TO OHH TTOMOIIIN
€My JIOTHATh TPYIIIY 10 aHTJIMHCKOMY SI3BIKY.

Ona moxxanoBaiack (t0 complain) Ha ToJIOBOKpYy)KeHHE M 0OJU B
CyCTaBax.

Msi ¢ Herepnienuem xaanu (to look forward) ero mpuObiTHS Ha
paboTy U3 OTHyCKa.

[TaruenT Bo3pakan (t0 object) mpoTuB TOrO, YTOOBI €My JEjalIn
YKOJIBI C aHTHOMOTHKAMH.

K ymuBnenuto yuutens oH Hudero He 3Han (to be ignorant) o6
YIOTPEONICHUH TePYHINATBHBIX KOHCTPYKITHIA.

Onm Oblti Hakazaubl (0 punish) 3a To, YTO KypuWIH B KOPHIOPE
YHHUBEPCHUTETA.

On ropauics (to be proud) Tem, 4TO €ro ChIH y4acTBOBal B
(dhoHEeTUUECKOM KOHKYpCE.

10. Ctynentsl Obutn 3aHATHI (t0 be busy) opranusanmedi BCTpeuw

BBIITYCKHHUKOB.

GERUND AS ATTRIBUTE

What is the reason for your being late?
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Gerund in the function of an attribute is used after abstract nouns (chance,
impression, reason, method, plan, way, habit, hope, risk, necessity, etc.)
with prepositions of, in, at, for, about.
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He gave up the idea becoming a lawyer.
What’s your reason [for [choosing this topic for discussion?
There was no chance of jhis coming in time.

Complete the following sentences using the gerund in the function of
an attribute.

She is certain to have an opportunity of....
They spoke in the hope of...

I have no idea of...

What was the reason for...?

Kitty and Charlie were in the habit of...
They had no means of...

The only way of...

I felt the need of...

. What were his grounds for..

10. That was his only chance of

ok wWwNhE
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Open the brackets using gerund as an attribute. Use the necessary
preposition.

Children have their own way (to be) creative.

Gerald thought he had no means (to get) to the doctor.

There are many advantages (to travel) by air.

Charlie thought he had no reason (to worry) about Kitty’s future.
Every inexperienced doctor finds difficulty (to diagnose) the case on
the spot.

Kitty concluded she had no hope (to see) Charlie again.

What is the sense (to be) so stubborn as you are?

The thought (to take) to prison made her shudder.

Walter made no apology (to enter) Kitty’s room without a knock.
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10. He had the most precious habit (to pay) compliments even to plain
ladies.

GERUND AS ADVERBIAL MODIFIER

On entering the ward the nurse got down to doing her job
immediately.

Gerund in the function of adverbial modifier is preceded by a preposition
which determines the adverbial meaning of the gerund. In the function of
adverbial modifier of time it is used after the prepositions on, after, before.
In the function of adverbial modifier of condition it is used after the
prepositions by, without; of attendant circumstances - after the preposition
without.

Before doing a test paper it is recommended to read it twice.
He left the room without looking back — new life was waiting for him.
You will never be able to speak perfect German without practising difficult
sounds.

1. Complete the following sentences using the gerund in the function of
adverbial modifier of time.

After ... for a few minutes he ...

Before ... the University she ...

On ... later than usual the young mother ...
He really lost much time after ...

The woman stood in doubt before ...

The child couldn’t help crying after ...

The Browns felt uncomfortable on ...

He seemed to know the answer even before ...
The doctor was in panic after ...

©ooNOO O WNRE
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10. The mother immediately called an ambulance on ...
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Complete the following sentences using the gerund in the function of
adverbial modifier of condition and attendant circumstances.

You will never be able to speak correct Hungarian without ...

The dressmaker will make the blouse look smarter by ...

The lady left the parlour without ...

The patient is unlikely to recover without ...

The students are sure to improve their rate of speech by ...

Without ... the analyses taken, the sick man will never get back to
his feet.

By ... atouch of nutmeg, the cook will disguise the taste of the dish.
Without ... good copies of the test, the students are unlikely to cope
with it quickly.

Without ... to Charlie, Kitty got determined to go to the cholera-
stricken place.

10. By ... new stage effects, the producer will contribute much to the

success of the play.

Paraphrase the following sentences using the gerund in the function
of adverbial modifier of time, condition or attendant circumstances.

Before he realized what was going to happen, Harry had noticed his
friend raise the wand.

After the doctor had entered the ward, he paid attention to the old
lady lying breathlessly on the floor.

The tailor knew that if he added more buttons to the kilt, he would
spoil the traditional Scottish garment.

Julia said to herself that if she distracted the audience’s attention
from Avice, she was sure to ruin the young actress’s career.

If you make good comments on the article, you will improve it.

The nurse went on sterilizing the instruments and did not utter a
word.

After John had taken a course of sand treatment, he came to the
conclusion that it really worked wonders.
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Sandy continued a heated discussion with the group mates and did
not notice the tutor enter the lecture room.

When Walter learnt about Kitty’s infidelity, he felt a roar of rage rise
inside.

10. You will make the dress fit perfectly only if you lengthen the skirt,
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9.

shorten the sleeves and take it in at the waist.

REVISION EXERCISES
Complete the following sentences using the gerund.

Naome is nervous, she feels like ... .

What prevented the doctor ... ?

When a boy, Mr. Smith enjoyed ... .

On ... at herself in the mirror, the girl flushed with excitement.
James did not mind ... like a child by his grandmother.

When Odille returned to the house where she had spent her
childhood, she saw that the roof of the house wanted ..., the walls
needed ..., in a word, the house required ... .

The mothers are always pleased ...

Before ... an extra privilege, Winston had been one of those who
was never noticed.

The parents are sure to spoil the child by ..

10. Sophie jumped at the chance ..

N

Paraphrase the following sentences using the gerund.

Mr. Darcy was quick enough to suggest that he and Lizzy should
have a walk.

Tom was in despair because Becky had no hope that they would find
the way out of the cave.

The head teacher insisted that the school-leavers should be given
some extra training assignments.

Before the man finally wrote the letter, he had thought it over.
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. The child was on the verge of losing consciousness, but the mother
still objected that he should be hospitalized immediately.

. Do you remember that you have locked the front door of the house?
— inquired the policeman of the suspect.

. If you don’t learn to do the cleaning properly, you will never keep
your flat in perfect order.

. The lady complained to the manager of the hotel that she had been
misunderstood by the receptionist.

. The wisdom tooth didn’t let Miss Diana fall asleep at night, so she
went to the dentist to learn that it had to be extracted.

10. Hermione had been waiting for Ron for a long time when she

concluded that it was senseless.
. Translate the following sentences using the gerund.

. ThI X04enb BCTYNUTH B Halll KJIyO (haHAaTOB, U3YYAIOIUX KUTAUCKUI
A3BIK?

. @acoH Oprok ObUI HEyJlaueH, OHU IIOXO CHJIEIN HE €€ HECKJIaIHOM
durype, mo3ToMy MOPTHUXA MPEATIOKUIA TIEpeieaTh UX.

. He Obuto cmbicna oObscHATh Yapnu, uro Kurtu 60uTcs ye3xkarb C
Banbrepom u3 [ oHKOHTA.

. DTa MeJcecTpa XOpOoIIo JIeJIAeT YKOJIbI U CASAUT 33 OOJbHBIMH.

. Bpau mnpenioxui McCHoiab30BaTh Kypc aHTUOMOTHUKOB, YTOOBI Yy
NaMeHTa HEe BO3HUKJIIO OCJIOKHEHUH TIOCTIE OEepaltH.

. Iloe3aka moe31oM Ha JalbHUE PACCTOSHUS MOYKET MPUHECTH OO0JIbIIe
BOJIHEHUH, U€M yJIOBOJILCTBUSI.

. CTyZeHThl TPUBBIKIN BCTaBaTh CPAaBHUTEIBHO PAHO, MOTOMY YTO
niepBasi mapa 3aHsATHIl HAYNHAETCSI B BOCEMb 4acOB.

. Yapnu crapancs moaaepxuBaTh CBOO (GUrypy B opMe — OH JTaBHO
MpeKpaTwil €cTh XJied0 W KapTodenb, a HEJABHO PEIIryl OpOCHTH
KYpUTb.

9. B xomHate ObIJI0 qYyIIIHO, €€ HaI0 OBLIO TPOBETPHUTD.

10. «Kakue crnocoObsl TPUTOTOBJICHUS WHAEHKHM Bbl 3Haetre?» -

ocBenomuiack Muccuc I'apauep y cBoelt Oy ayIieil HeBECTKH.
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